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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION.

It is perceived, with regret, that some few typosi‘aphica.l errors have escaped de-
tection, and will appear in the first impressions. These have been co when
discovered ; and ifl?theu yet should be found, the notice of them will be received as
a favour, and they will be amended. '

If any errors of & graver character, in the reports or debates, should appear, the
Committee take occasion to say, that they have not happened through any want of
diligence in seeking for the true reading of the manuseript reports, or the true mean-
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It is, however, felt, that errors
in the sense may possibly have happened, in printing reports drawn up in many dif-
ferent, and often obscure hand-writings ; and in debates of speakers, whose mean-
ing may in possible cases have been misapprehended. Some of the speakers who
are nearest and most accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been so
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarks. But in this respeet, gentlemen
who live remote from the place of publication, have suffered a wrong, unavoidable
certainly, but which the Committee cannet reflect upon without regret, and which
it is the prineipal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has happened in sev-
eral instances, that some doubt or ebscurity has been discovered in the notes of a gentle-
man's remarks; but discovered so late, that recourse to him could notbe had for expla-
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean time, the public call for the pro-
ceedings has been loud and urgent; the Committee thought it safer to omit some
speeches than to run the risk of any, even small, errors in the sense; and in this
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distanee, by omittin
valuable remarks ; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debates less fi

- and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a speaker’s remarks has
been inserted, thereby intending to exclude a paragraph, which it was feared did not
correctly express his idea. -

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or sonie of them, are thus omitted, it ma
not be imprﬁer to name, Mr. Dexter, of Michigan ; Mr. Miles, of Erie, in Pomuyr-
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state; Mr. Hanna, of Ohio; Mr. Armstrong, of
New York ; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morse, and Mr. M’Culloch, of New
Jersey ; and if there are still others whose names were not known, it is hoped they
will be indulgent for the omission, considering the diffieulty which the reporter ex-

, perienced in learning names, in an assemblage of men so intensely occupied, and so
- soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unselicited acknowledg-
.- ment of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcus T. C. Gould, stenographer
to the Convention. : A
It remains only to say, that arrangements are made with the publishers to print in
; future impressions, such additional speeches orremarks as may be furnished, and. to
correct errata that may be pointed: out; and that for these purposes, communications
» may be sent to SamuEL M. Horkins, Albany; WirLriay H. Maxyarp, Utica, or
¢ Harmax Denny, Pittsburgh, .
1. . 20tk October, 1830.
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STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMITTEES.

Ix pursuance of a resolution of the Convention, the following list is published, though imper-
fect. It is requested that perfect lists of all the State Committees may be furnished as soon as
possible, in order that the following may be corrected accordingly.

- VERMONT.
Martin Flint,
- Lebbeus Edgerton, » Randolph, Orange County.
Calvin Blodget,
- MASSACHUSETTS.
Abner Phelps, * . . Ebenezer Withington,
John D. Williams, John P. Whitwel
. George Odiorne, Benjamin V. French.

Henry Gassett, Danzel Weld, .
William Marston, Jonathan French,
Thomas Walley, Jacob Hall. .

Benjamin W. Lamb,
RHODE ISLAND.

Walter Paine, Jun. Josiah Wardwell,
Christopher Spencer, Wiyllis Ames,
John Prentice, Daniel Matthewson,
John Hall, A Lemuel Steere,
John Foster, _ Lodowick L. Thurston.
CONNECTICUT.
Jonathan W. Edwards, Stephen F. Palmer, Ashford, )
Gaius Lyman, Hartford. Sidney Wadsworth, Farmington,
N. D. Strong, . Henry Perkins, Salem.
Calvin Barber, Simsbury,
. OHIO.
Jonathan Sloane, . George B. Depeyster,
Frederick Wadsworth, » Ravenna, Portage Co. Gregory Powers, Jun.
Cyrus Prentiss, : o
PENNSYLVANIA.
Geo. W. Harris, . Aaron Bombaugh,
Vatantias Hammel Avchibaid Ovise, (Dauphis
alentine Hummel, i rme !
Lee Montgomery, : Philip Fishbura, ( )
John Fox. :
- NEW YORK.
Harvy Ely Thurlow Weed, Albany,
Frederick \,Whittlesey, Rochest Bates Cooke, Lewiston,
Samuel Works, er Timothy Fitch, Batavia.
F. F. Bachus,
NEW JERSEY.
Joseph Cutler,’ Jacob Mann, Morristown.
‘Abraham Britin, }B"““ Hha. '
. ALABAMA.
Bolling Hall, W. R. Norrison,
Samuel 8. Graham, » Coosada, William Hewes,
* Absalom Jackson, A. P. M‘Curdy, Cahawba.
Lewis Johnson, Cahawba, Thomas G. Gill, .
Joseph Babcock, 4 . E. Pickens,
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UNITED STATES
ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Philadelphia, Saturday, September 11, 1830,

Nmety-s1x Delegates* to the United States Anti-masonic Convention, ‘as-
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the 11th of -
September, 1830, at 12 o’clock, M. —-On motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of
the state of New York it was resolved that the Convention be organized by ap-
pointing a President, four Vlce-Presldents, and two Secretaries; whereupon
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz:

FRANCIS GRANGER, of the state of New York, - -

JOSEPH RITNER, of the state of Pennsylvapia, - 1st V. President.

ABNER PHELPS, of the state of Massachusetts, - 2d V. President.

ROBERT HANNA, of the state of Ohio, - - - - 3d V. President.

SAMUEL W.DEXTER, of the territory of Michigan, 4tk V. President.

JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - -} Secretaries.

NOBLE D. STRONG of the state of Connecticut, -

The Convention being organized, prayer was offered by the Rev. Moses
Thacher, of Massachusetts.

On motion of Mr. Whlttlesey,—Resolved, that a Committee of one from
each state and territory here represented, be appointed to lay before this Con-
vention the subjects proper for its consideration.

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs ‘Wadsworth, of Ohio,

- President.

Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool of New Jersey,
‘Whittlesey, of New-York, Dexter, of Michigan, -
Todd, of Pennsylvania, i Slifer of Maryland,

Clarx, of Vermont, -Kirk, of Delaware,
Paine, of Rhode Island, o
were appointed said Committee.
"The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, . m.
The same day, at 4 o’clock, . M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, and Na-
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alexander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penn-

. sylvania, appeared and took their seats.

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz :

1st. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report
rules and orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proeeedings of thxs
Convention,

2d. Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory here re-
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem-
bers of this Convention ; how many, and who are proper persoms to be so
elected ; and under what restrictions, if any, they are to take seats in this Con-
vention.

3d. Resolved, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of all the seceding

“* Note- by the publishing Commlttee :—The names of members tlns day attending, are not
here inserted, as the ‘names of all who attended the Convention, will appear subscribed to t.ho
address at the end of this volume.
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masons belonging to this Convention, to report a summary of freemasonry 3
embracing the prominent points in each degres, sufficient to show the nature
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctness of the samg
be certified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of .de-
grees he has taken. - :

4th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report,
when, where, and for what purposes, freemasonry was first instituted ; what has
been its progress; where it has flourished most; and whatis now the most
probable number of the fiaternity, in each country where it exists.

6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report
what have been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts.

6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to take into considera-
tiont the true nature of masonic oaths or obligations ; and to report whether they
are, or are not, religiously, morally, or legally binding ; and whether they are,
or are not, in collision with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance, which
every good citizen is under, to support the constitution and laws of his country.

7th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to examine the evi-
dence, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder
David Bernard, entitled, ¢ Light on Masonry ;" and to report thereon.

8th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and
lucid account of the abduction, and murder of William Morgan ; and of the
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to
prevent a conviction in‘courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-masons,
in that abduction and murder. A -

9th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and report,
whether an adherence to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does
_ not, disqualify a mah for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the
gift of the people, according to the true nature of our free institutions.

10th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the
effects of freemasonry on the Christian religion.

11th. Resolved, that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature
and spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures of Professor Robison, and the
Abbe Barruel, to the present-time; the arguments used by freemasons, in sup-

rt of their institution ; and the means resorted to by the fraternity, to prevent
inquiry into the principles, nature, and tendency of the order, and to report

reon. :

12th. " Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report what mea-
sures can constitutionally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival ; and to secure our free institutions
against the future insidious assaults of all secret societies ; and to report an
address on those subjects to the people of the United States.

13th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report
resolutions, expressive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of
freemasonry ; and that each’'member of this body be requested to aid said Com-
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as he may think proper.

14th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re-
port the best system of a national correspondence of anti-masons, for the sole
purpose of diffusing information extensiyely on the subject of freemasonry, and
of other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free
institutions.

Thereupon ordered, that the said report be aceepted, and that Committees
be appointed accordingly. :

On motion of Mr. Ruggles, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,
to report a mode for raising funds amongst the members of thié Convention, to
defray its contingent expenses. Thereupon, LS '
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Messre. Rugglm, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Whitney, of New-York,
Manchester, of New York, ‘Walker, of Pennsylvania,
Boyd, of Ohio, . :
were appointed said Committee, 4

The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o'clock, a. ». “then to
meet in the saloon of the Musical Fund Hall, in this city.

Monday, September 13th, 1830, the Conventxon met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Prayer, by the Rev. ‘Caleb Green, of New York.

‘William H. Maynard, and George H. Boughton, delegates from the state of
New York ; Martin Flint, a delegate from the state of Vermont; S8amuel Leidy,
a delegate Trom the state of Pennsylvania ; and Nahum Hardy, a delegate
from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and took their seats.

The Committees, upon the several resolutions passed on Saturday. were an- -
nounced by the President, as follows H .

QOn the 1st resolution,

Messrs. Denny, of Pennsylvama,
Rose, of New York,
Lazell, of Massachusette,

On the 2d resolution,
Messrs. Clarke, of Vermont,
Holley, of Connecticut,
*  Bancroft, of New York,
- Alling, of New Jersey,
Middleswarth, of Penn.
Kirk, of Delaware,

qusrs. Storrs, of Connocticut; !
Kelley, of Ohio.

Messrs. Dexter, of Michigan, -
‘Wadsworth, of Ohio, . .
Slifer, of Maryland,
Paine, of Rhode Island,
Bigelow, of Massachusetts. .

On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to consist of seoédlng '

masons, the following
‘Messrs. Thacher, of usetts,
Maerrick, of Do.
Strong, of Conrtecticut, -
Barber, of Do.

Flint, of Vermont,
Ward, of New York,

On the 4th resolution,

Messrs. Ward, of New York,
Stevens, of Pennsylvania,
Loveland, of Vermont,

On the 5th resolution,

Moessrs. Oliver, of Massachusetts, ‘

Terry, of Connecticut,
St. John, of New York,

On the 6th resolution;

Messrs. Hopkins, of New York,
Sheldon, of Do.
" Ogle, of Pennsylvania,

On the 7th resolution,

Messars. Morris, of New York,
Flint, of Vermont,
Rhoads, of Pennsylvania,

On the 8th resolution,

Messrs. Whittlesey, of New York,
Irwin, of Pennsylvania,
Cooke, of New

tlemen constituted the same, namely,

Messrs. Read, of New York,
Bernard, of Do."
Armstrong, of Deo.
Morse, of New Jersey,
Slifer, of Maryland

Messrs. M’Culloch, of New Jersey,
Longley, of Massachusetts.

-

Messrs. Gillett, of Ohio,

Brittin, of New Jersey.

‘Messrs. Potts, of Pennsylvama,

Thacher, of Massaehmm.

Messrs. Morton, Massachusetts,
Perkins, of Connecticut.

Messrs. Conger, of New Jersey,
Sabin, of Vermont.

0y
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On the 9th resolution,
Messrs. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, = Messrs. Greenough of Pennsylvania,
Taylor, of New York, Barber, of Connecticut.

‘Walker, of Massachusetts,

On the 10th resolution,

Messrs. Maynard, of New York, Messrs. Kirk, of Delaware,
Thacher, of Massachusetts, T. C. Green, of New York.
Loveland, of Vermont,

On the 11th resolution,

Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Boyd, of Ohio,
Sweet, of New York, . Goffe, of Massachusetts,
C. Green, of Do. Thacher, of Do.

On the 12th resolution, -

Messrs. Holley, of New York, Messrs. Gassett, of Massachnsetts,.

Slade, of Yermont, . Curtenius, of New York.
Line, of Pennsylvania, ,
" On the 13th resolution,
Messrs. Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, = Messrs. Lawyer, of New York,

Seward, of New York, . Peters, of Massachusetts.
* Vanderpool, of New Jersey,
On the 14th resolutlon, : N
Mesgrs. Todd, of Pennsylvania, . Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut,
Burbank of Massachusetts, ~  Adams, of Massachusetts.

Stanton, of New York,

Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules and orders, reported the following,
to be standing rules of the Convention, namely, .

I. The President shall take the chair at the hour to which the Convention
shall stand adjourned ; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the
minutes of the preceding day to be read.

II. The President shall preserve order and decorum ; shall decide questions
of order, subject to an appeal to the Convention ; shall appomt all Committees,
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention.

II1. All motions and addresses shall be made to the President.

1V. No motion shall be debated, or put, unless the same shall be seconded ;
it shall then be stated by the Presxdent, and every motion shall be reduced to
writing, on the request of the President, or any member.

V. Iftwo or more members shall rise at once, the Presxdent shall name the
member who is first to speak.

V1. No member shall be referred by name in any debate.

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to
order by the President, or by a member through the President ; when the mem-
ber called to order shall resume his seat, unul permitted by ‘the President to

roceed.

VIII. Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the question
shall be taken, and before amendment made.

, IX. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases
of amendment and filling up blanks, when the amendment. last proposed, the
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put.

X. The previous question shall be always in order ; and until decided, shall
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this
form, ¢ shall the main question be now put ?”

XI A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided
without debate. p
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XII. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, without
leave.

XIII. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order, unless moved by a
member who voted with the majority. -

Thereupon, Resolved, that the same be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved,that a Committee of three be appointed,
to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minutes of the Secre-
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication. :

Messrs. Slade, of Vermont, l1)\![1' Denny, of Pennsylvama,

Hopkins, of New York,
were appointed said Committee.

On motion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to
inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of' the ties and obligations
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States.

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York,

J. Williams, of New York, Boga.rdus, of do.
Rising, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee. o

A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G. An-
derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which was
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Maynard,
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said Committee, the com-
munication was subsequently read, and ordered to be embodied in the mmutes
of this Convention.*

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved, that a Commxttee of —— be appointed
to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of Wil-
liam Morgan ; whose duty it-shall be to report to this Convention what measures °
should be pursued, if any, for their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said
resolution be laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,
to inquire asto the influence of fremasonry on the public press ; and whether it
be expedient for this Convention to adopt any measures in relation thereto.

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey,

Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer, of Maryland,
W. Wﬂha‘ms, of New York, :
were appointed said Committee.

The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re-
specting the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of William
Morgan.

And thereupon, ordered that the same be rejected.

On motion of Mr. Barlow, ordered, that a list of the members of this Con-
vention, be prepared by the Secretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for the
use of the members.

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September 14, 1830.—The Convention met pursuant to adjourm-
ment.—Prayer hy the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts.

Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the state of Massachusetts, and Charles
Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took their seats.

Mr. Clark, from- the Committee on -the admission of honorary members,
made a report, which he read in his place; and which, being amended, was
adopted as a resolution as follows :

Resolved, that gentlemen friendly to the cause for which this Covention is

-

* See Appendlx.
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~ assembled, from states and territories nét here represented, or from such a
have not a full representation, may be invited to take seats in this Convention;
and that those from states not represented, may debate, but no such persons W
have a vote, in any case.

On motion of Mr. Maynard, Resolved, that no person shall be presented to
this Convention, for admission as an honorary member, from any state or ter-!
ritory, represented in this Convention, except by the delegation thereof; nor’
unless a majority of such delegation shall have agreed to recommend such pes
son for admission. |

- Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wi} |
liam Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

.Mr. Wand, from the Committee on the time and place of the origin of free-
m:solnry, and for what purposes instituted, made a report, which he read in
place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.*

Then the €onvention adjourned to 4 o’clock, ». m.

The eame day, 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convenfion met pursuant to adjourn-
ment. .

Samuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took

Thomas Bald Asaph Rrice
Wil] P y ’ R
Joshua B Gibbon’s of Delaware,  George Allen, }of Massachusetts, and
M t]

Paul Barney,
Joshua Lindley,
Hon. Mr. Shepard, } of North Carolina.
% -6 Pettengmw,
were introduced as honorary members.
Mr. Whittlesey from the Committee, to lay before this Convention subjeets
proper for its consideration, further reported by resolution, as follows:
olved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre-
sented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can-
didates nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Vice
Presid of the United States, previous to the next election; and on the
manner, time, and place, of making such nomination.
Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and,

Meesrs. Ellmaker, of Penn. " Mesers. Wadsworth, of Ohio,
Maynard, of New York, Slifer, of Matyland,
- Merriek, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware,
Holley, of Connecticut, . Dexter, of Michigan,
Slade, of Vermont, . _ Paine, of Rhode Island,
Vanderpool, of New Jersey,

were appointed said Committee.

Mr. Hopkins from the Commijttee on masonic oaths, made a report which he
read jn his place.

‘Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

‘Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sabin, of Vermont.

Lebbeus Armstrong, David Bernard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from
the state of New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and Daniel Gilbert, delegates
from the state of Ohio, appeared and took their seats.

* This, and the other reports, adopted by the Convention, will be found in a subsequent
of this volume.—Note by _Commm.’ . ' part
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Mr. Thecher from the Committee on the spirit of Anti-masonry, made a re-
port which he read in his place. : ,

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Oliver from the Committee on the pretensions of freemasonry, made a
report which he read in his place. : .

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Seward, Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state
and territory, here represented, be appointed to make out and report a concise
account of the progress and present state of Anti-masonry throughout the
Upited States; and,

Messrs. Seward, of New York, Messrs. Hall, of Rhode Island,
Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Alling, of New Jersey,
Terry, of Connecticut, Kirk, of Delaware,
*  Kelly, of Ohio, Slifer, of Maryland,
Walker, of Massachusetts, . Dexter of Michigan,
!

Clark, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee. !

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, from the Conimittee on the abduction and
murder of William Morgan, yesterday laid on the table, was called up end
adopted. - ’ '

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. m.

" The same day 4 o’clock, ». M. the Convention met pursuant to adjournments

Mr. Ruggles from the Committee on the mode of 'defraying the contingent
expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, as follows:

Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed to raise money, by voluntary
subscription from the merchers of this Convention, to defray the necessary ex-
penses of the same; and that said Committee make the disbursements which
they Inay deem necessary for that purpose, and pay over the balance that may
remain in their bands at the rising of this Convention, to the publishing Com-
mittee.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. .

The Committee which made the foregoing report, were on motion of Mr.
Whittlesey, constituted the Commiittee on the resolution aforeeaid.

On motion of Mr. Read, Resolved, that a Committee of three, be appointed -
to report, at what time the busineas of this Convention will admit of au adjourn-
ment, sine die ; and )

Messrs. Read, of New York, « Mr. Wadsworth, of Ohio,

Clark, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee. ’

Mr. Armstrong, from the Committée of the seceding masons, on a summary
of freemasonry, made a report, which he read in his place. - :

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an address, &c. made a report, which
he read in his place. :

Thereupon ordered, that the said report, do lie upon she table.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’¢lock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, September 16, 1830, the Convention met pursuaat to adjourn<
ment.—Prayer by Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of New York. oL
fo]Mr. Read, from the Committee on adjournment, reported by resolutions, as
lows : : . - .
Resolved, that this Convention will adjourn, sire die, on Friday evening next,
at 6 o’clock. : i ’
Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted.
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Mr. Taylor, from the Comnmittee on the state of the press, &e¢. ‘made a
port, which he read in his place. |

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which h%
read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. |

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths dlsqualeymg for offiice,
‘made a report which he read in his place. |

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table. ‘

The report of Mr. Hopkms on the obligatory nature of masonic oaths, was
called up and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that tlxe thanks of this
Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer,
Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteous
permission to hold the meetings of this body in the district court room : and
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of this resolution.

The report of Mr. Holley, from the Committee on the address, &c. yester-
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, that the pames of the members of the
Convention, be subscnbed to the said address.

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introduced as an honorary member

Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee on the nomination of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presidency of the Umted States, made a report, which
he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table.

Then the Convention ddjourned to 4 o’clock, p. ¥.

The same day, 4 o’cloek, . m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Jonathan Kearsley, of Mlchlgan, was introduced as an honorary member.

The _report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, ona
summary of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom-
mitted, to the same Comnmittee.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resolved, that the Commlttee of seceding masons,
to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each
degree of freemasonry, and that the same be certified by each member, accord-
-ing to ‘the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and
that the same being prepared and .sent from hand to hand, made correct, and
certified by the signature of each seceding masoni¢ member, according to his
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of pubhcatlon, and be published with l
the other proceedings.

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Antx-ma-
sonry, was called up and adopted. |

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a .
report, which he read in his place : thereupon, ordered, that the same be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, was recommitted, to the
same Committee. ~

The report of Mr. Walker, upon the disqualifications for civil office by ma-
sonic oaths, was called up and adopted.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow mommg |

Friday, September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.—
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Morse, of New Jersey.

Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations,
on the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee
be discharged from the further consideration thereof.
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged accordmgly.

Mzr. Slade, from the Commlttee on the Presidential nomination, made. a far-
ther report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the
said Committee, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report,
which he read i in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. .

and, Messrs Henry Dana Ward, l
* Samuel St. John,

Henry Cotheal, S

were appointed & national Commlttee of correspondence.

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yesterday laid
»m the table, was called up and adopted.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of Anti-
nasonry, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Hopkms, the report of Mr. Morris, from the Committes
mthe disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered.

Mr. Bernard then read a communication from N. N. Whiting, of New York,
n the upper degrees of masonry. The communication was ordered to be ap-
tended to the said report, and published with it, and the report, so amended,
vas again adopted.

The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, ». m.

of New York city,

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p..m. the Convention met pursuant to adjoum- 4

nent.

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the estimate, which
Anti-masonry places upon'the rights of election and the libetty of the press, as
he two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by
wery page of our own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re-
rolution in France.

On motion of Mr. ,Slade, Resolved, that this Convention earnestly recom-
nend to the several state Antl-masomc. Committees, to take immediate mea-
sures to solicit contributions throughout their respective states, by the agency

of their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination of intel-

ligence on the subject of freemasonry.

On motion of Mr. Boileau, Resolved, that the address to the people of the
United States, and such of the other proceedmgs, as the publishing Committee
may select, be published in the German language.

Mr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing Committee ;
and Mr. Maynard added to said Committee.

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved, that the publishing Committee trans-
mit to each member of this Convenuon, fifty copies of the_proceedings, or as
many as the funds raised, will warrant.

Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasom'y on the
Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the

question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved unammoudy, that ..

the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. Francis Granger, for the
able, faithful, and dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera-
tions.

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of

this Convention be presented to the Vice Presidents, for their dignified and
3 .
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able, and to the Secretaries, for their faithful 'and correct discharge of their
several duties, during the session of this Convention. :
Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, sine die. .

¢

APPENDIX.

LETTER FROM SAMUEL G. ANDERTON REFERRED
TO IN THE JOURNAL. ..
' Boston, August 20, 1830.

To the United States Anti-Masonic Delegates, in Convention assembled, af
4 Philadelphia.

-

Grsrrauxy,

Allow me to express my acknow), ents for your exertions to suppress the evils of freems
sonry. It has been my misfortune to have been hauled up and dismantled by tlie masonic crew.
I have not only taken the horrid oaths of the order; but have witnessed the execution of the
bloody penalties attached to those oaths, in true masonic form, according to the rules and|
usages of the fraternity ; and I had strqug reason to believe, from what I have been told by m- !

* sons, that those executions are much more frequent than what has been generally supposed.

On the 15th of March last, I made solemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num-
ber of gentlemen in this city, to what I was an eye witness. I did 1t of my own free will and ac
cord, and from a sense of duty. Ithas been aske!why 1 did not do it bbfore. I frankly answered,

I knew the nature of the masonic institation. I knew that my life must pay the fu-
feiture ; but the death of Morgan, and soon after, that of my neighbour, which is well known
have taken place in a masonic lodge room in Boston ; the death of Artemas Kennedy, at Milton, |
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of several other strangs '
deaths of masons, led me to believe that duty called me to disclose that horrid and bloody murder
in Belfast in Ireland. I told the world of 1t as soon as I supposed it could be done with safety
to my own life. But I have been vilified and slandered agreeably to masonic obligations.

* Masons have said, and I believe they have published, that I'have denied all I had stated,—that] !
have said that 1 was drank when I did it,—&nx 1 was bribed or hired to do it. Bat so far from this
being true, I was re y assured by the Anti-masons, before hand, that no reward whatever,
either dxmc(Y or indirectly, would ever be given me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received
any thing. I went to sea before my affidavit was published, and have never denied a wordf
it, nor was I the least intoxicated ; for proof of this I appeal to those gentlemen who saw me,
and I believe that one or more of them are members of your honourable body. I have carefully
revised my affidavit since it was published. It is possible, that I was mistaken as to one syllable
in the name of the landlord on Lime Kiln Dock, the name might have been Greenwood, instead

- of Greenlow, though I still think that we used to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the
mis-spelling of Offin for Hofflin, and the omission of the word # and” after « Sdfast," in the

- 5th sentence from the last.—And of the word “ sailed” after-“ ballast,” in the same sentence,
(for I went to London before I joined the Hofflin,) it is correct. And I solemnly declare in the

. presence of that Gqd, before whom I expect to be judged, and in presence of my country and of
mankind, THAT EVERY WORD OF THAT AFFIDAVIT IS TRUE. - ‘

With this declaration, I present one hundred and fifty copies of the same to the Convention, ‘
and respectfully request their acceptanee.- With the lilgheat respect for your honourable body

be myself,
SAWUEL G. ANDERTON.




REPORT.

ON THE ABDUCTION AND MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN, AND ON THE CONDUCT
AND MEASURES OF THE MASONIC FRATERNITY TO PREVENT CONVICTIONS, &c.

M. Whittlesey from the Comsmittes nezt herein mentionad made the follnving Report :

Tae Committee aw)ointed “ to report a succinet and lucid account of the abdue-
tion and murder of William Morgan, and of the conduct and measures adopted b
the fraternity, jointly and as individuals, to prevent a conviction of their more promi-
nent fellow masons 1n that abdl:ﬁtion and murder,” beg leave to report the following
statement of facts, compiled either from the judicial evidence which has been rvon
in courts of justice, in relation to that transaction, or from well authenticated doeu-
ments, or from the personal knowledge of the faets thén stated.

‘WirLiaM MoreAN was born on the 7th day of August, 1774, in Culpolgpor county,
Virginia. His occupation was thaf of a bricklayer and stone mason. Having accu-
mufated by his industry, a sufficient fund, he commenced business as a m t in
Richmond, Virginia. It is said, that he was a captain in a militiﬁngimont, and that
he was present at the battle of New-Orleans, in January, 1815. He married Lucinda
Pendleton, in October, 1819, who was left with two infant children at the time of his
abduction. He removed from Virginia in the fall of 1821, and commenced the busi-
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada. The destruction of his property 1‘3
fire, soon after, reduced him to poverty. He removed to Rochester, in the state
New York, and resumed his original occupation. An inflammation of the eyes, con-
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, and rendered the pressure of
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia, where he resided in
the summer of 1826. William Morgan was a mémber of the masonic fraternity, and
had advanced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the mysteries of that society.
In the summer of 1826, it became known that he was preparing for publication, a
work, in which the obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of mesonry were
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, gn entered ap, -
tice mason, and a Printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in tK:iming the
work. The knowledge of these facts excited great commotion, among the members
of the masonic fraternity in that vicinity, and in a wide extent of surrounding country.
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in relation to the
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should never see the light. Consul-
tations were held among them, as to the course to be pursued in relation to the con-
templated work ; and it was understood, finally to have been determined, that its
pubﬂcation was to be J)revepted,\at all hazards. It would appear, that there were
several different and distinct projects devised to produce this result, which, either
were not attempted, or failed in their execution. ) ’

Measures were taken to injure the character of Morgan, and thus to shuthim out from
sympathy and credit. In the month of August,.182é an advertisement was inserted
in the Ontario Messenger, printed at Canandaigua, of which the following is a copy :

“«NOTICE AND CAUTION.":
+If a man calling himself William Morgan, should infrude himself on the commu-
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the Masoxic Frarzanity. Morgan

was in this village in May last, and his econduct while here, and elsewhere, calis forth
this notice. Any information in relation to Morgan, can-be obtained by calling at the-
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Masornic Hary in this village. Brethren and companions are N}mrticu!arly requested
to observe, mark, and govern themselves accordingly. {7~ Morgan is considered a
swindler and a dangerous man. {7 There dre people in this village who would be
happy to see this Captain Morgan.

« Canandaigua, August 9, 1826.”

This notice was copied into many of the newspapers in the western ccunties of

- the state of New York, and particularly into two newspapers printed at Batavia.

. Inthe month of August, 1826, a man representing that his name was Daniel Johns,
and that he was a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his
time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous,
removed from Canada, and who was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp-
ment. About the middle of August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received
into their confidence, and into a participation in the-publication. He remained at
Batavia about three weeks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the
manuscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquired, and carried
it to Rochester. From thence, the manuscript was sent by a special messenger to
the city of New York, and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, then jin session in that city. '

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave bail. On
the 19th of August, 1826, Johnson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John %Vilson of Ba-
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen

miles distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house _
where Morgan resided, were at home, rushed into his room and seized his person,
and all the papers which he was then engaged in arranging for the press. The
arrest was made by virtue of a bail piece, and he was hurried to jail without time being
given him to procure other bail. The sheriff was not to be found though he had been
seen with the four men immediately before the arrest, and Morgan was detained in
jail from Saturday until Monday following. .

. While he was so confined in jail, search was made at his lodgings by virtue .of
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan had been engaged in pre-
pering, but without success. ) S

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the8th of
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different and distant places.
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations
were entertained thatthere would also be a party from Canada. None of them arrived at

" Batavia untilin the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more.
The object of this party was to suppress the publication of the work, by procuring

- the manuseript p;{)ers, and the printed sheets. For this purpose, an attack upon the

printing office of Miller was contemplated, and it would seem, also, the forcible remo-
val of Morgan from, Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. Eli

Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually

prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the reception of Morgan, whose forcible
abduction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected. Colonel

Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party ; but they failed

to effect their object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning.

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the
fact, that%ﬁ!lerwas aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other
ample means to defend, both his person and his property, from the attacks of violence.
Many. of the persons composing this party are known to have been selected and de-
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub-
lication of Morgan’s book; and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forcibly than any
other single fact, the extent of the combination to.suppress the publication of the book.

About this time, an article written by R. W. Haskins of Buffalo, appeared in the
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which

“ the following is a copy : ) ‘

# MR. SALISBURY, . v '
. * Sir,~I noticed in your last gaper, an inadvertent error, copied perhaps from
other-prints, respecting a wretch by the name of Morgan. The statement that Mor-
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is an expellod mason, isa mistake. He is not an expelled mason, but pn impos-
f::a.nd a swindler, against the evil designs of whom the fmemix have mpol'y
provided. MASON’.)
+ September 7, 1826." °

On the night of the 10th of September, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard
Chippersfield, who worked at Buffalo for the same Haskins who wrote the foregoing
paragraph, attempted, with several others whose names are not known, to set te
the printing effice of Miller, in Batavia. 'The sides of the building, and the outside
stairs leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with s;l:lirits of turpentine ; and
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, and had it not been
instantly discovoredolzlan individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office
must have been speedily consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the
two buildings, possibly made a sacrifice.

On Sunday morning, September 10th, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canandaigua,
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca-
nandaigua, for a warrant. Chesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley,
who made a comglaint against William Morgan, for having taken away a shirt and
cravat, which he had borrowed of Kingsley. %‘ha magistrate issued the warrant upon
the oath of Kingsley, which was directed to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of On-
tario county, and handed to him. Chesebro, together with Halloway Hayward a
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Moses Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all
freemasons, of Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at abeut ten o’clock the
same morning, in an extra stage hired by Chesebro.

The party were joined by four other individuals, all freemasons, at different
places before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at James Gan-
son’s house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. -Doctor Samuefs. Bautler of Staf-
ford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant
for Morgan. Doctor Butler went to Batavia the same evening, and was requested
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge,
that the party were toming. He did so, and on his return met the Canandaigua
party about two miles from Batavia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to
them not to come. The stage turned about; the party that originally started from
Canandaigua wentinto Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. . The next
morning early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the party
had slept: an extra stage coach was procured, and the party left Batavia for Ca-
nandaigua, with Morgan in their custody. Miller attemEmd to procure the release of
Morgan just as the carriage was starting, but he was pushed aside and the coach was
driven off very fast, Chesebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared to
feel uneasy about the proceedings, but was pacified by Ganson’s assurance, that he
would save him harmless from all responsibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked back,
and said they should not take Morgan alive. They arrived at Canandaigua with
Morgan the same day, and in the evening took him before the magistrate, who issued
the warrant, by whom he was examined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing
as a witness-on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the same
magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for a debt of about two dollars, claimed
w be due from him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which debt Chesebro
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol-
lars and sixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution immediately issued,
which was put into the hands of Halloway Hayward, then present. Morgan took
off his coat, and offered it to the constable te levy upon, for the debt. The con-
stable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan and committed him to the jail of Ca-
nandaigua the same evening, on the execution. He remained in custody in Canan-
daigua jail, until the evening of the next 42:‘{. .

Immediately after Morgan was committed to jail, Loton Lawsoh, a farmer resi-

- ding nesir Canandaigua, procured a horse and went to Rochester thesame night, a dis-
tance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morning a little after breakfast.
He wentto soon after his return, and informed the innkeeper where heslept, that
some gentlemen from Rochester would I‘;a.ll for him in the course of the day. On
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the 12th of September, Burrage Smith and John Whitneﬁ, of Rochester, took the ‘
stage from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the
latter place early in the afternoon of the same dag. Smith and Whitney called upon
Loton Lawson, in the evening of thé same daly, eﬂember 12, Loton Lawson called
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for William Morgan. The jailer was absent,
and Lawson informed the jailer's wife, that he wishéd to pay the debt for which Mor-
»gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs.. Hall, (the jailer’s wife,) declined ac-
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount,
and also refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan.
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home
with him if he would pay the debt and take him out? To which Morgan answered,
that he would; Lawson then expressed great anxiety to get Morgan out that night,
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt which she still declined.
Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can-
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount‘of the execution. Mrs. Hall
peremptorily refused. . He went away and returned again, reiterating his request
with the same effect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw-
er, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go.
he still refused. She subsequently consented to discharge Margan, at the request
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real plaintiff in the execution, and took the
keys of the prison for the anpose of opening Morgan’s cell. Before she opened the
cell, Lawson gave a single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the
jail steps. Morgan’s cell was unlocked; he came out, and Lawson took him by his
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall,-which was unlocked by a person
on the outside, and they went out. ]fefore they left the jail steps, Morgan was |
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle.
Morgan struggled, and cried * Murder,” once or twice, reuistinilas much as possible,
and in the struggle his hat fell off. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struigle commenced, they followed
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from
the jail. Chesebro came up with them, and stopped Morgan’s outcry by thrusting
a handkerchief, or something similar, into his mouth. Sawyer gave a inatinct rap
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a twe horse
carriage, which had been hdrnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over-
took the party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when |
two of them thrust Morgan into the carriage, and then got in themselves. 'The car-
riage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua, Main street, (
northerly. This was about nine o’clock in the evening, and it was a bright moon-
light night. Loton Lawson, Burrage Smith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro- |
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or |
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carri
was accompanied most of the distance by out riders, either on horse back, or
some separate conveyance. A sulkey with a man in it, started from Canandaigua just
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it ai)peared to have been wait-
ing some time ; it drove past fhe carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and
stopped at Victor over night. At Victor, the carriage containing Morgan aud the
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis’ yard, back of his barn, and out of sight from
the road ; and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment. |
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother’s stable, and it would also seem, that
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it
left Victor. On the morning of the 13& September, between 4 and 5 o’clock, Ezra
Platt, a livery stable keeper in Rochester, and a royal arch mason, was called upon
for a carriage to go to Lewiston, and requested it to be sent to Ensworth’s tavern
in the village. Platt has sworn that he did not know who it was that called, or who
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also
a .mason, and directed him -to prepare the carriage. Platt char, the hire of the
carriage, as he has sworn, to * The Grand Chapter, pro tem.” He has not yet re-
ceived his pay for such a sinl&ular charge.
The carriage containing Morgan, and the party with him, drove into Rochester
about day dawn, and Hubbard watered bis horses at the public reservoir, near the
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centre of the village. He has testified that one individual alighted from the carri
here, and was absent about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned as he
supposed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester, where
the ridge road turns off from the river road. It stopped at the tavern at the inter-
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road,
at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car-
riage, so far as it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had set
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriagﬁ rolled up. Soon after
the carriage left the tavern, going west, Edward Doyle, of Rochester, rode up, on a
horse belonging to Ezra Platt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which
way it went, Being informed, he followed after it. Platt’s carriage, driven by Orson
Parkhurst, with sorae individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the
that Hubbard had left in the road, or a.portion of them, with Morgan, and
rove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back, and four or five persons in Hubbard’s
carriage, returned to Rochester .

A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge, of that
place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst dreve up to Clark-
son about 9 o'clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows clonec£ though it
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst
took in hi;vparty. Uion its arrival in the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who had
engaged Walbridge’s horses, told him that he should not want them, and immediately
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles further west, and en-
gaged a pair of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not
stop in Clarkson, but drove on to Allen’s. Upon its arrival, Allen’s horses were
taken out of the orchard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed
to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in exchange for the horses which he had
before driven; and Parkhurst mounted the box again, and drove on west. When
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles west of Clarkson, Elihu Mather,
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the
carriage, which had passed west through the village. He overtook it at some dis-
tance from the village, where the horses were exchanged in the street, at a distance
from any house. hen the exchange was effected, Elibhu Mather himself got upon
the box, and drove the carriage west, while Parkhurst returned east, with Allen’s
horses.

- The sm‘ge which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch’s
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan passed. A gentleman of high stand-
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage; when the stage arrived at
Murdoch’s tavern, this gentleman calted the man aside who then had charge of the
tavern, and asked him if he was a royal arch mason; being answered in the nega-
tive, he asked for writin%materials, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that vicinity. Jeremiah Brown came to
the tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after, Brown returned to
the tavern with two horses, riding one and leading the other. When the carriage
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after ; Elihu Mather, who was then
driving it, beckoned to Brown after the carriage had passed the house a short dis-
tance, and Brown went up to him, and appeared to hold some conversation with
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, and followed on after it ; but
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carriage himself. Burrage
Smith had followed the Morgan carriage in a sulkey, but he had not overtaken it
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch’s. _The carriage stopped at evening, at the
tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara county, where the road
turns off to Lockport, and about three miles distant thersfrom. - It was here driven
into the barn and the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time,
to procure refreshments, and to make arrangemeuts for relieving those who had tra-
_velled in the carriage with Morgan all day, and the whole of the previous night, and
who must necessarily have been greatly fatigued. ) .

Burrage Smith went to Lockport in his sulkey, and together with Jared Darrow

called upon Eli Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, and informed him that Morgan



6 ABDUCTION OF MORGAN. [20

was in their possession, and was going to Canada ; and requested Bruce’s assistance
in getting him along. Bruce an§ some others went to Wright's, where several per-
sons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan ;
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left
Wright's about ten o’clock in the evening. The persons who came there with Mor-
gan, probably most of them went to Lockport that night, and went inte Lewiston the
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux’s tavern, six miles distant, they stopped ;
and Bruce procured Molyneux’s horses, in exchange for Mather’s. An individual
accompanied the carriage on horse back. Brown then drove, and they reached
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux’s, somewhat after midnight. The
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unharpessed. Samuel Burton, one
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upon for assistance. He
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to harmess a carriage.
He did so, and drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and by
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un-
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage
which Fox drove. Bruce and Hague got in with him, and Fox, by Bruce’s direc-
tion, drove to Youngstown. They called at the house of Colonel William King,
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by
Bruce's direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort, he was told
to StOII)Vi He did so, when the persons having Morgan in charge, got out, together
with Morgan, and all four wal?(ed off, arm in arm, towards the fort, and Fox was
told he might return. Morgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time. It appears
that arrangements had been previously made, for the reception of Morgan upon
the Canada side of the river, with persons residing upon that side. After the party
left the carriage, they went to the ferry house, and Celonel King called up Edward
Giddins, who then kept the ferry. :'lrlly of them crossed the river, together with Gid-
dins, and landed nearly opposite to the fort, at some distance from any dwelling.
Mr. Giddins and David I?I?;gue remained at the boat with Morgan, while Colonel
King and Sheriff Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with
whom it had been arranged to receive their victim. They were absent about twe
hours, and returned with two other men, one of whom was Edward MecBride, then
a member of the parliament of Upper Canada. After some conference, it was deter-
mined to bring Morgan back again, inasmuch as the arrangements for his reception
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been anticiﬁud, as
both Giddins and the keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three days pre-
vious, to prepare the magazine for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord-
ingly done, by removing the principal part of the public property from it. After the
refusal of the Canada masons to receive Morgan, the same persons who had taken
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him in the magazine, which
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked him im This was some time
before day dawn, on the morning of the 14th September, 1826. Morgan was left
in charge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was
entirely deserted, except by Giddins and the keeper, and their respective families.
On the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lewis-
ton ; which event called together a very considerable assemblage of masons, of that
degree, from Rochester, Buffalo, Lockport, and other places in that vicinity. It
would t:Epear from the testimony of one or two witnesses, and the statements of -
others, that scarce an individual mason, attending that installation, could have been
ignorant of the fact, that Mor, was at that time confined in the. magazine of fort
iagara. _It appears to have been a subject of conversation among them, and several
- were then informed that such was the fact. Onthe day of the installation, Giddins
remained at the fort, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson,
went to the magazine, for the Emrpose of carrying Morgan some food. Morgan re-
fused to admit them, and said he would starve rather than fall into their hands ; and
he made so great an outery as to render it necessary 1o dispatch Jackson to Lewiston,
to procure the assistance of some one to silence him. -David Hague came down in
haste, o distance of seven miles, but did not succeed in quieting Morgan. Two
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one of them, (Loton Lawson)
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into the magazine, and suc-
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eveded imr stilling him. In the evening, twenty or thirty persons, besides those be-
longing to the fort, came from Lewiston, and were at the fort. About midnight,
seven persons, all royal arch masons, held a consultation on the plain near the grave
yard, somerods distant from the fort, as to the manner in which Morgan should be
dis of. There seemed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had
forfeited his life, for a breach of his masonic obliggtions ; and that it was their duty
as masons, to see that the penalty was executed. They came to a determination to
proceed in a body and seize Morgan, and perform their own duty, by casting him
mto the river. After they had started to carry this determination into effect, one of
the company discovered a reluctance to go such lenslths, which encouraged others to
remonstrate, and the project was abandoned for that time, On the night of the
15th, a similar consultation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of
Morgan, but nothinam decided upon. At this consultation, Colonel King became
offended with Mr. Giddins, for expressing a desire that Morgan should be released ;
and Giddins surrendered to him tll:’e key of the magazine, wgich was afterwards en-
trusted to the care of Elisha Adams. Itis known that Morgan remained confined
in the magazine during the 16th and 17th, and it is believed that he was so confined
until the I9th of September.

As to the disposition of Morgan, after the evening of the 14th of September, no-
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to induce
the belief, that he.-was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, b
being cast into the degths of Niagara river. Several persons have been informed,
by those who were understood to be cognizant of the guilty secret, that such was the
fact, and Hiram B. Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in
January, 1827, thatMorgan had been murdered. .William P.Daniels who was called
#s a witness, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground
that he might criminate himself as an accessary to the crime of murder, although he
was told expressly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder
hadhbeen e?immitted, than the public possessed, before he could decline answering on
such ground.

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facts connected with the abdue-
tion of William Morgan, that the combination to effect that measure, must have been
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations
of :{e subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more
remote degree, with the transaction at some stage of its progress. The bare. seizure
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the employment of many
agents, a matter of absolute necessity, and itis now well known that many knew of .
it, who took ne active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to
numbers of the lodge-going masons, in several of the western counties of New York,
that some measures were contemglated to be taken for the suppression of Morgan’s
intended publication ; and it has been judicially proven, that measures, which con-
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discussion amoag
masons in the lodge room. - ]

1t would be naturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the execution
and knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not o&pose for-
midable difficulties to a-complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history
of crime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec-
tion, particularly if the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such wae
not case in the investigation of this violation of the' laws, and the difficulties
which were encountered, will be hereafter noticed.

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Loton
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be-
fore Judge Throop, at Canandaigua; the three first, under the advice of counsel,
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be tried, was the identity of
the man. his course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, which
was anxiously looked for by the public. Lawson was sentenced to two years im-
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer,
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison-
ment. -

In April, 1827, Jesse French, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox, and James Gan-
»on, were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible arrest of David C.
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Miller. They were all found guilty, but Ganson : French was sentenced to an impri-
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurlburt for three months.

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in the carriage from Canan-
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morgan, and brought him to Canandaigua, were
tried at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly seizing, and falsely imprisoni
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ground that they were protec
by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Hen oward,

alloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Ganson, Chauncey H. Coe, Hiram Hub-
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandaigua, for a conspiracy to kidnap and
carry away William Morgan, and were all acquitted. Apilication ad been made
to De Witt Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli
Bruce, sheriff of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Morgan.
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution

rovides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre-
¥erred, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application wes pending
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, he
issued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sheriff. .

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua, in
Avngust, 1828, for their agency in the conspiracy ; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the :
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was
carried up to the supreme court,—decided against the defendant, and he was senten- |
ced to an imprisonment of two years and four months in Canandaigua jail. .

In May, l&, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigua. John
‘Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an im&l:ispnment of one year and three
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Gillis. |

In November, 1829, Elihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleans connlgl, and
after a txial which consumed nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdict of
the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but the
sapreme court denied it. .

n June, 1830, Ezekiel Jewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in
Niagara county, and were severally acquitted. In addition to these trials, there are
indictments now pending and undetermined, against eighteen persons, some of which |
will probably not be further prosecuted. L - ‘

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Smith are dead; William King died |
-suddenly, the morning after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on
the trial of John Whitney. : ,

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morgan, and noticed
the trials growing out of that transaction, it now becomes the duty of your commit- |
tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the |
laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which is pressed upon us by the:
history of that abduction, that hundreds of respectable men, in the western
counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to
violate the laws of the state, and the sacredness of tgrivato property, personal
liberty, and human life, to prevent the publication of the secrets of frec masonry,

et, it would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num-

ers of the members of that fraternity, had made use of every possible device|
to prevent the discovery of a high handed offence, and to obstruct' the administra-
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the!
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other
fearful crimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt
secure in the protection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their

enalties. e latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex-

ibit a state of facts deeply alarming to a community, who eminently repose upon
the laws under which they live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due
and impartial administration. When rumours of these outrages first became public,
the citizens of the community, in which they' were perpetrated, felt themselves
called upon to investigate how it was, that a peaceable citizen should be forcibly
seized in a populous village, and transported against his will, one hundred and fifty
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they
deomed themselves bound to ascertain why, and by whom, a fellow <itizen, enjoying
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the same privileges, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, under circum-
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. ~The inquiries
for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare,
“That if Morgan had been put to death, his fate was no more than he Zeserved; he
bad forfeited his life.” These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds of free-
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual,
who at that early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind
distinctly, many such declarations, made by respectable and influential men.

‘When intimations were thrown out that an appeal would be made to the laws,
more than one freemason has been heard to say, that the judges were masons, the
sheriffs were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re-
quirements of justice.

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress
inquiries and quéstionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven-
tured to make remarks which such an infraction of the laws were calculated. to
elicit, were made the subjects of imreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the
lodge-going members of the fraternity. The public press, which has, in almost every
other instance of alarming crime, been made in some measyre the means of its in-
vestigation, or at least of making public its details, was, in this instance, with a single
exception at first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the influence of freema-
sonry. The.conductors of many of the }Jublic prints in western New York, were
themselves masons, and the proprietors of others, who did not belong to the frater-
nity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to
publish any thing in relation to the ill fated Morgan. A sinﬁle instance may illus-
trate this species of influence. In the month of 8ctober, or November, 1826, Elihu
F. Marshall, a quaker, and the conductor of a paper, called «“ The Album,” published
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful
abduction of William Morgan ought to be the subject of investigation. The paper
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edward Doyle, a knight
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise-
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did not cease publishing articles against the
masonic fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracted
the next week, all might yet .be well. Daoyle then went to the printing office of a

royal arch mason, and boasted ¢ that he had shut the quaker’s head.” = We regret
' to'add, that the timid editor quailed under the masonic threat, and in his next paper
made a partial retraction of his previous article. - :

In addition to the difficulties tﬂrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, published in prints under
masonic control ; so much so, that public belief upon this subject was for a long
tirae unsettled, and the efforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped,
if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts
as to the guilt of the agents in the abdunction. It should not be forgotten either, that
Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to drive the carriage from Lewiston to
fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the
transactions which he witnessed, on that eventful night. )

At the time of Morgan’s abduction, the sheriffs of the different counties of the state
of New York had the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the grand juries for
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a
short time previous to the sesSion of each court. At the same period, also, the she-
riffs of the respective counties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, Mon-
roe, and Ontario, which were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and it is
believed, that all of them were of the degree of royal arch. . .

A grand jury, which met in Genessee county after the abduction, was convened in
February, 1827; Doctor Samuel 8. Butéer, of Stafford, in that county, was ap-
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pointed foreman. He was a knight templar, and a large portion of the jury were

masons. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, *“a majority of the

jurors are masons ; we have got the stuff in our own , and our friends must not
indicted.””

The first grand jury which was summoned in Niagara county, (of which Eli Bruce
was sherigg after inquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in Ja-
nuary, 1827. Sixteen méasons were summoned on that d jury, and several who
“ woere friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that

- grand jury, as the witnesses had been supceenaed to attend at that time in Canandai-

a upon the trial of Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer,

g:ld in Niagara county, in April, 1827, the sheriff again summoned the grand jurors.
There were twenty-one members present, thirteen of therh were freemasons, and
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important
witness, and Norman Shephard since indicted for the Morgan conspiracy, were two
of these grand jurors. At the May sessions, a majority-of masons were summoned
on the jury, and at the September sessions, about half of the jurors were freemasons,
but there were 8 number who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce,
however, was indicted at Canandaigua, a short time before the September sessions.
- Complaint was made against Eli Bruce, sheriff of the county, before the April
grand jury, for being concerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free-
mason, examined the witnesses. In the course of the examination, one of the other
Jjurors ventured to ask a witness some questions. The foreman called this juror aside
and privately solicited him, thereafter, to refrain from asking questions. Some of
the jurors had been furnished with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses,
with a view of eliciting the truth. It was known that such papers were in the rooin,
and the jury voted, by a large majority, that no use should be made of them.
One juror insisted, however, on making use of them. One witness stated that he
knew nothing which weuld go te convict any person upon: being called upon to
state what he did knew, he asked to be excused, because he was poor; and his testi-
mony wight prove his ruin. A large majority of the jury voted to excuse him from
auswering. One of the jurors pertinaciously insisted upon the witness’ answer, and
after a long debate, finally obtained his answer. One witness, notwitstanding all
the cunning in keeping the questions, did testify to Bruce’s acknowledgement of
his agency in carrymg Morgan to Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards
called to impeach the testimony of this witness, and ene or two did answer that
he was not to believed on his oath. One witness testified, that he had been
informed-by a respectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had full confi-
dence, that Morgan had been carried to fort Nia‘g,:a, thence to the Canada shore,
and was from thence returned to the fort again,—that Morgan had been put to death,
and that his body wasin the bottom of Niagara river, and might be found, if searched
for immediately, and that he, (the informant,) could tell the place where it could be
found. The witness stated that he received this information from a mason, who
enjoined the witness to keep his name a secret, as if known, his life would be the
forfeit. One juror insisted that the witness should name the pérson who gave him
this information, but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors
present, sustained the witness in his refusal, and he’ was allowed to retire without
answering the question. While this jury was in session, the foreman took Eli
Bruce privately into a side room, and was there with him some time. This grand
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew
up a presentment to the court, that they had discovered nothing which would
authorise them to find a bill against any person, and also framed and sent 2 memo-
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony
implicating Eli Bruee, as guilty of, or accessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, aud whose general reputation
was 50 bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it.

It is very certain tiat a series of questions, to be propounded tothe witnesses, had
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer without eliciting any dangerous in-
formation. ‘This must have been the case, or real p 1jul:y must have been repeatedly
committed, on the investigatien before them. the important witnesses to trace
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Niagara, were examined before this
grand jury ; the same witnesses, upon whose testimony, bills have been found in
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other cases, and convictions had. Thirteen of the witnesses examined before this

jury, have been since indicted, not one of whom 'Frotoetodhimulfon the examination,
on the ground that he should criminate himself. Three of them, David Hague, Orsamus
Turner, and Jared Darrow, have since been shown by the testimony of Eli Bruce,
himself, to have had a criminal agency in the abduction. Edward Giddins, in his
published « Statement of Facts,” says, he was subpenaed before this grand jury,
which much alarmed those who were implicated. One of them informed Giddins,
that he would go and see the foreman, and state to him Giddins’ situation, that he
might kmow how to question him, so that his answers might not injure others. He
mbsﬁnenﬂy informed Giddins that he had told the foreman what Giddins knew of
the affair, and that the foreman would put no question but what Giddins could safely
answer.

Hiram B. Hopkins, a royal arch mason, a deputy under Bruce, and perso;
knowing to the abduction o’fdMo?&n at the time, says, in & published let{’:r, d:::g
February 28, 1830.— After the abduction of Captain Morgan, I used frequently to
ask the masons how they expected to escape punishment for that outrage, ldging
that if found out, the perpretrators of the deed would have to suffer the reward due
to their crimes. They have told me time and again, that they would mever be
brought to punishment, because all were masons with whom they had to deal, and
particularly the sheriffs of those counties, in which the offence was committed, were
all masons, who had the selecting of the grand juries: that ne grand jury would be
mumnon;a;lo ml.bous'rmt i t;:' thirds maﬁ)‘ql. Andlmn the a;-;:s arrived for sum-
moning jury for this county, (Niagara,) m not to summon
any but such as were particularly friendly to the masonic i’ﬁmunon. Saﬁu Bruce,
we must have at least two thirds of them masons, and the others friendly to the
order. If we have all masons they will suspect ns. The jury was accordingly
summoned. The subject of the abduction was brought before them. The distriet
attorney was a royal arch mason who knew all the Morgan affair, in my
opinion, and the foremaan of the jury was one of the warmest zealots of the order in
the county. If I mistake »ot, more than two thirds of the jury were masons. The
district attorney and foreman, so framed the questions propounded to the witnesses,
that after thus examining them, they drew up an instrument signed by all the jury,
the substance of which was, that they had no reason to believe that Morgan had ever
passed through this ponnt{.”

When the inhabitants of Monroe county first held their meeting, to take into con-
sideration the outrages, and devise means for their investigation, the meeting at
that time, s0 much confidence in the professions of willi made by
members of the fraternity, to aid in the investigation of these outrages, that they
minted four or five masons m the committee of investigation. This committee,

their appointment, held their meetings, and commenced upon their inquiries,
and at the same time entered into an honorary obligation with each other, not ©
disclose any information which might be obtained by the committee, only so far as
was necessary to procure the arrest of offenders that might be discovered. The
members of the committee who were not masons, soon ascertained that the lodge-
going members of the fraternity in the village, were kept constantly informed of the
proceedings of the committee, and of the information which they had collected. One of
the masonic members of this committee, then a knight templar, stated at a lodge meet-
ing, soon after the committee was appointed, ¢ that he had no doubt that what had
been done with Morgan was intended for the best, but it had turned out otherwise,
and was an unfortunate business. That he did not wish to know any thing about it,
he was on the committee, and cautioned them if they knew any thing abeut the
business, to keep it to themselves, as he was in a delicate situation.” The other
members of the committee soon ascertained, that no assistance could be expeeted
from freemasons in aid of the investigation, and felt themselves compelled to with-
draw from them, and pursue their inquiries by themselves.

When the different committees had by great diligence, succeeded in tracing Morgan
to Lewiston, they appointed delegates from among their own members, to
to that place, and push their inquiries as to his final fate. They went there, to the
number of seventeen, in the month of January, 1827. The members of the fraternity
in that place and the vicinity, were obviously alarmed and excited, and collected
from Lewiston, Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and other places in the vicinity to the
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number of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibiting, and expressing the utmost
rage and vindictiveness towards the convention, on account of the purpose of their
meoeting. They heaped every epithet of insult and reproach upon those quiet men,
who had come from a great distance with no other purpose than the lawful investi-
gation of an outrage against the laws. They came rudely into the room where
they met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their
object, evidently was, to provoke the members of the convention to violence and
resistance, and thus to bring on a general affray, which must have terminated in
. bloodshed. So disgraceful a result was only prevented by the moderation of the
eonvention. A general conference was had between the two parties, when the dis-
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal arch mason, reproached them for comin,
into his county to investigate a crime which they could look after themselves, an
lavished upon them the most vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct
from pursuing their inquiries.

Soon after the conviction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney,
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee,
soon after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district
attorney of Ontario county, who was also there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to
John Q. €ole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state,
for a warrant to arrest Smith for the conspiracy. The magistrate made out the warrant
parly in the morning of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained it, to place it in the
hands of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after
the warrant was made out, and was there again more than once in the forenoon, yet
the warrant was not put into a constable’s hands until the middle of the afternoon.
The constable went immediately to the public house where he was directed to serve it,
and was told by the bar-keeper, that he had a warrant for Smith, but that he was
too late; Smith had escaped. It was soon afterwards ascertained, that Smith and
Whitney had both fled from the northern parts of the United States, and that money
had been furnished to one of them from the funds of the grand chapter, to enable
them to flee from their homes, as fugitives from justice.

In December, after the abduction, Colonel Williain King, left the state of New
York, and procured the appointment of sutler at Cantonment Towson in the territory
of Arkansas, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Messrs. Garlinghouse,
Bates and Mead, received requisitions from the governor of the state of New York,
addressed to the governors of Louisiana and Arkansas, for the surrender of William
King, charged with the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged
with the abduction of Willianp Morgan, as fugitives from justice. They went to Ar-
kansas, and obtained the necessary paﬁers from Governor Izard, and proceeded to
Cantonment Towson, which they reached, February 14, 1828.

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to Captain R. B.
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his companions remained without the
fort. He exhibited the order of the governor,—a letter from the adjutant general
under the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle,
commanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain Hyde, to give
assistance in the arrest of William King, then sutler at the station. e refused to
assist, or afford assistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said
he would send for Lieutenant Colquhon to accompany him to King’s store. He
went cut for that urpose, and was absent a short time. Soon after his return, a
reﬂll)on was brought mn that Lieutenant Colquhon coald not be found. Another
officer was then sent for, with whom Garlinghouse went to King’s store, but found
he had gone away with Lieutenant Colquhon, and after diligent search he could not
be found. Clark Sanders states, that Captain Hyde had a conversation with Lieu-
tenant Colquhon in his short absence to find a messenger to send for him, and that
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that he informed King that some one was
in pursuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant,)
came back and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William
Morgan, and then directed King’s clerk, to take his (King’s) horse, into the woods,
which he did, and King rode off. It is understood that Captain Hyde, and Lieu-
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tenant Colquhon were masons. King was not arrested, neither were Smith or
Whitney, though they were heard of frequenglg

Preparations were made in the winter of 1827, by the Batavia committee, to pro-
cure the arrest of Richard Howard, of Buffalo. for a supposed agency in setting fire
to Colonel Miller's office. He, however, fled before he was arrested, and from
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reason to believe
that he feared punishmentfor a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano-
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard
Howard came to the city of New York, in February, or March, 1827, and attended
a masonic meeting at St. John’s Hall, in that city, where he confessed in open lodge,
that he assisted in putting Morgan to death, and that he was furnished with funds
by the knight’s companions, then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being
secreted from pursuit by members of the frater:ir?, he did escape; certain it is, that
no information has been received of this Howard since he absconded, and that the
zscershof justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of secrecy which concealed

is flight.

Ong great difficulty that has been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators,
is that of procuring the attendance of masonic witnesses. Witnesses who still be-
longed to the institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently
refused to obey the ordinary process of subpena or evaded its service. This was so
often the case, that it was frequently necessary to procure their arrest long before
the courts, at which their attendanee was wanted, should sit, and place them under
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. This unusual course was necessarily
adopted in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordinary process had been
made most abundantly manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro-
secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnesses
have been secreted and sent off without the jurisdiction of the courts, and remained
concealed for many months before any information could be obtained resrtecting them.
These occurrences were so frequent, and of such a character as to forbid the belief
that they were the result of individual effort alone. They evinced that extended
combination, which almost irresistibly presses upon the mind the conviction,
that they were the result of the secret and mystic agency of freemasonry, which
alone from its uliar organization possesses the means of such extensive and
secret concert. Some facts under this head may illustrate this branch of the subjeet.
In the summer of 1827, Elisha Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred
the keys of th:;:ﬁuim’ was served with a subpena to attend a court at Canan-
daigua. He s! , in obedience to the process, and came as far as Rochester.
From this place all trace of him was lost. He had disappeared, and was not heard
of for months, though the most diligent inquiries were made respecting him, and
even public inquiries in the newspapers were made for him throughout the country.
In the spring of 1828, it was ascertained that he was residing in a secluded manner
in the northern part of Vermont. Measures were taken for his arrest with such
secrecy and despatch, that he was apprehended about 3 o’clock in the morning,
and before he could be advised that his place of residence had become known.
He expressed no surprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been
informed before any process could be served upon him. In the course of his journey
to Rochester, he conversed freely and fully with the agent having him in charge,
and frequently avowed his determination * to make a clean breast of it,” when
called upon as a witness, by telling the truth. As it was known that he was a reluc-
tant aﬁent of the conspirators, confidence was placed in his promises in this particu-
lar, He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at Rochester, where he was
8t once surrounded by the counsel for the conspirators, and the guilty royal arch com-
Ppanions of that place, who soon succeeded in establishing their mysterious influence
over his conscience, and subjecting him to that obligation of their peculiarcode, which
under the most fearful penalties enjoins the keeping of a companion’s secret in all
cages, * murder and treason not exeepted.” After his interview with these men, he
manifested a determination not to testify, and from his declarations to an old friend,
Wwe are led to believe that he was deterred from telling the truth by threats of a fate
as horrible as was that of Morgan. :

Orson Parkhurst, the person who drove Platt’s carriage, containing Morgan, from

westward, as soon as the outrages became a matter of public investiga-
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tion, was found to be absent. No trace of him could be found, and attempts were
made to mislead the committees, by representing that he had gone to Mi , and
other places, widely different from‘the place of his actnal concealment. The most
diligent inquiries were made respecting him for months, and even years, and all
hopes of penetrating the concealment which screened him, were nearly abandoned,
when his place of residence was discovered, in August, 1829. Prompt, efficient, and
secret measures were immediately taken, to secure his attendance as a witness, and
he was unexpectedly arrested in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that
all danger of finding him had passed; and he was living in the fancied security, that
if any er of this kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. He
was regularly advised by his Rochester brethren of all that transpired ; and twice
during his absence, George Ketchum, a pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited
him. Twice, also, hndrﬁe left his place of residence, and at each time, spent some
months hiding in another state. He was brought as far as Albany; in mean
time, the fraternity at Rochester had become suspicious of the true state of the case,
and sent on to Albany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person
having him in charge. Possessed of these instruetions, agents were employed to
keep a vigilant watch ; and when he left Albany, in charge of the agent of the state,
he was followed by an agent of the fraternity. He was thus pursued westward,
nearllly two h miles. At Mentezuma, an unknown person came on board the
canal boat in which Parkhurst was, just at night. He did not give his name, and
no one knew him. That night, the unknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from
the boat, and no tidings have been heard of him since. Parkhurst was himself a
mason, and if he had testified to the truth, would have been a most important wit-
-ness. It is believed, that his testimony would have disclosed the agency of several
¥ersons in Rochester in the conspiracy, against whom no proof had hitherto been
ound. They had therefore a deep stake in his absence.

The driver of the stage west, on the roorning when Morgan was carried throuﬁh
Rochester, might, by his testimony, have thrown some light upon the subjeet. e
also left the place, and when at length it was ascertained, in August, 1829, where he
Wwas, measurgs were takea to secure his attendance as a'witness. Although these
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable
means, he became informed of them, and fled just before the officer arrived to arrest
him; anil the irformation that might have been derived from his testimony was
entirely- lost. . :

Isaac Farwell was preseat at Solomon C. Wright's, on the evening of the 13th of
September, when the party was there with Morgan; and as they remained at that
K:.we several bours, and procured an accession to the number. of the conspirators,

is testimony was exceedingly important. He, however, with the assistance of mem-
bers of the masonic fraternity, so skilfully avoided the process that was issued to
eompel his attendance, that the public prosecutor only succeeded once in getting him
before a grand jury. After that, he forfeited the bonds which be had given for his
appearance to testify on trial; and not all the constant exertions of vi t officers
were sufficient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly flying from
county to county, and as the approach of eourts rendered new exertions to secure
him probable, hiding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state process. Just pre-
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, the proseeuting officer of that
county ascertained that he had passed through Lockport but a short time previous,
and supposing that it was his intention to visit his family, who resided three miles from
that place, he sent an officer there to secure him. Farwell did not visit his family,
though he had not seen them for many months. It was subsequently ascertained,
that he had been informed of the hazard to which he exposed some of the fraternity,
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by the wife of Selemon C. Wright,
and smnﬁgled off to Canada the same night, without even being permitted to visit
his own house, or to informn his wife that he was-n that vieinity. 'These are not the
only instances of witnesses absconding or beiug secreted, but if all were to be enu-
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex-
isting in relation to some of them, which leave the irresistible presumption upon the
mind that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave their houses and their busi-
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liberty, and
the lives of some members of the fraternity at hazard.
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Edward Giddins was told, if he would leave the country to save his friends, any
amount of money which he should demand was ready for him, and had been fur-
nished for the e?reu purpose. An extravagant sum was also offered for his pre-
perty, if he would go, by a mason, who said he was authorized to make the purehase,
and that the money been furnished by the grand lodge for the purpose. .

The conduct of masonic witnesses on the stand, after their attendance had been se-
cured, is also worthy of e few remarks. With very few exceptions, they manifested an
evident reluctance to testify. In some other cases, they. testified with obvious and pal-
pable falsehood. Some of them exercised a species of casuistry, in relation te
their judicial oath, which is not a little remarkable. It seems that those implicated
had argued themselves into the belief, that there was no greater sin than the break-
ing of a masonic oath; that if they told the truth in relation to the outrage, they
should divulge a secret which they were masonically bound: to keep, whick would
criminate themselves ; and that, therefore, their only course was to testify that ¢ they
knew nothing about the affair.”. Strange as is the infatuation manifested by this
reasoning, there was not wanting a counsellor of the supreme court, a roiu.l arch
mason, to advise them,'that if they were implicated in affair, they might safely
swear, that ¢ they knew nothing about it,” instead of protecting themselves from
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themselves. Certain it is,
that many witnesses, to whom circumstances almost unerringly pointed, as having
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come
forward, and solemnly make oath, that ¢ they knew nothing abont the affair.” Some
others, who did pretend to give an account of their knowledge of the transaction,
testified in such a way, as to leave an impression upon the mind of every auditor,
that they had not satsfied that part of their judicial oath, which ra&ui them to
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the testimony of Hiram HMubbard, Ezra
Platt, Solomon C. Wright, and some others, could believe for a moment, even from
their own statements, that they had disclosed all they knew of the affair. The evi-
dence that was extracted from witnesses of this character, was absolutely wrung
from them, so reluctant did they appear to disclose. Witnesses, in several instances, .
came into court with their own counsel, a circumstance unheard of in courts of jus-
tice before, to advise with them what questions they were legally bound to answer.
They would frequently refuse decidedly to answer a question, even after its propriety
had been ‘arguez by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in
such contumacious conduct until the order was made ont for their commitment, and
then their firmness would give way, and a reluctant answer would be forced from
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpose, or having more important
secrets to conceal, stood out in their refusal to answer until the last. In March,
1829, Isaac Allen rofused to answer a question, before the grand jury of Monroe
county ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn argument,
that the ‘witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how-
ever, still refused, and was committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce
was taken before the grand jury of Genesee county, on a habeas corpus, as a wit-
ness, and he refused to be sworn. At a special eircuit, held in June last, at Lockport,
in Niagara county, Orsamus Turner was called as a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel
Jewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan’s confinement there. The
three following questions were successively put to Turner, as a witness : * Was the
defendant one o? the persons consulted with, in relation to separating Morgan from
his friends at Batavia, as a means of suppressing the contemplated publication of a

ok concerning the secret of freemasonry ?” ¢ Do you know that the defendant,
Ezekiel Jewett, was applied to for a place, in or about fort Niagara, for the purpose
of confining William ﬁl:)rgan 1"« Was you ever present when the subject of pre-
paring a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara,
for the confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant "’ He suc-
ceasively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma-
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fine, and
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt.

On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and
successively refused to be sworn. Bruce was sentenced to thirty days imprisonment,
for this contempt; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to Fag a fine of

. $250. These individuals, are all liable under the laws of the state of New Yerk,
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to be further punished for their contempts, after conviction upon an indictment, by
imprisonment for one year each, and by a fine of $250. It is evident that no slight
cause could have induced them to take this course, and subject themselves to such
punishment. All of these witnesses had been tried for the conspiracy, and could
not, therefore, be called in question again for that offence. No other individuals
could be indieted thereafter, for any lesser offence than murder, as the statute of
limitations had then barred prosecutions for any other offences connected with the
Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted

the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut '

the door completely against the bare chance of establishing the murder of Morgan, !
by any facts or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should :

be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these
instances, the power of the fraternity came into collision with the laws of the land
in a most marked manner, and set them, and their penal requirements at defiance,
and prevailed in the conflict. The laws were seen to be impotent against a power
so secret, so murderous, and 8o overwhelming.

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found
wanting in their duty, as officers, in relation to prosecutions connected with this out-
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, in the case of Bowen Whiting,

Esq. district attorney of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, has fearlessly, -

honestly, and effectively, discharged his public duties, and given his best exertions
with considerable success, to bring the offenders to punishment. With this excep-
tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole course of the investiga-

)

L

tion, by any adhering member of the masonic fraternity, in aid of the purposes of *

justice; on the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans-

action, have interposed every obstacle in their power, to prevent the developement

of truth. Indeed it was aggarent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively :
edly opposed to any inveutisation of the outrages, and °
suppress it. Purses have -

and individually, were deci
determined to suppress inquiry,.if any effort of theirs coul
been liberally opened, exertions have been freely given, to prevent econvictions, to
enable offenders to elude justice, and to aid in removal and concealment of
important witnesses. Though several of the conspirators have been convicted by an
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt,
yet not a single one of them has been subjected to even a masonic censure. On
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and sup-
port of the order, been protected by its funds, and shared largely in its sympathies
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agency in the conspiracy,
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been raised to a still higher
rank in the honours of the institution, as a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce,
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and punishment.
The severity of their punishment has been alleviated in every possible manner, by
the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their masonic brethren ; and the
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, has been in a measure averted,
by cheering the unfortunate men upon whom it presses, with the idea that it was a mar-
tyrdom in the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been
wanting public papers, which have dared, in the face of abandant proof, to say, that
convicted conspirators were honest, uprisht, innocent, and persecuted men. The
Rochester Craftsman, established in the winter of 1829, for the purpose of defending
freemasonry, and endorsed by men otherwise honourable and respected, grossly
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were con-
victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and innocent men, who had fallen
victims to the grejudices of the times. For this libel, its editor was convicted and

unished ; but he set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which

e had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after he had returned from the
Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken
aunder the iatronage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and
placed in the way of a lucrative and profitable business. After his release from the
unrlrisonment to which he was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received
at his home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained by their
countenaunce, support and patronage. Orsamus Turner, who was confined in the
jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques -
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tions, was lauded in the Craftsman, and other kindred prints, as a miracle of eon-
stancy and firmness ; and when the period of his imprisonment had expired, he was
conducted from the jail to a public tavern, in a coach and four, with enthusiastic
demonstratidns of respect by the fraternity, .

Facts of such a nature exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, by
means of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals convicted
of an offence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and in one instance, to enable
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of his own state.
Some of those individuals who were first convicted and imprisoned for their partici-
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to
caraon his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of his' period of
confinement, was found to be in better circumstances than at the commencement of
his imprisonment. It has been stated, too, Ry Jarvis F. Hanks, a renouncing mason,
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the city of New York, voted $500 for the benefit of
the ¢ western sufferers,” the mystic name by which these members who were suffer-
ing under prosecution, were generally known by the fraternity.. It has also been
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the grand
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827,
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a considerable sum
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase * the charity fund,” or
more expressly for the assistance of the * western sufferers,” we have not the infor-
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for
the purpose of assisting in the defence and the sugport of the conspirators in the
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whose eontrol such
funds were placed, expended them for the objects and purposes for which they were
agpropriated, and made a report at a subsequent communication of the said grand
chapter, that he had so expended them. A portion of this money is understood to
have been employed in re-imbursing the expenses which individual members had
before snstaineg in the same great object ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi-
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish-
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who had been con-
victed of a violation of the laws of the iand. It has been stated, too, that further
sums have been appropriated by the same grand chapter, for similar objects ; but the
very organization of the grand chapter, bound, as its mémbers are, to secrecy, by
oaths of surpassing streng:h, and guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons,
would naturally prevent full evidence of its transactions from coming to the know-
ledge of those not admitted within its jnarded walls. The guilty secrets of this
mystic body, would hardly pass lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portals guarded by
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from statement of the officers of the
grand chapter themselves, that the expenditures of that body have been greatly
increased within the last three years, so much so as to encroach greatly upon the
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to believe, that the legislative and
executive councils of the state of New York have not been uncontaminated by ma-
sonic influence, and that there persons have been lent to throw embarrassment in
the way of the conviction of offenders against the laws.

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the legislature of that state,
setting forth the facts of Morgan’s abduction and murder, and the difficulties which
stood in the way of bringing the perpetrators of that crime to justice, and prayin
that a committee ight be appointed to strengthen the arm of the law. &hougﬁ
the chairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred,  reported in
favour of the prayer of the petitioners, yet this report hardly received a decent con-
sideration, and was thrown indignantly among the papers which were considered
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1830, a conventioh representing the anti-
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature
of that state, praying the appointment of a committee, with power to send for persons
and papers, to inquire whether the grand chapter of that state had interfered in the
administration of justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the
laws. Though this memorial preferred he;vy charges against the grand chapter, the
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falsehood of whiech, if false d”i weré, might have been dispreved, by ting the
reference asked, yeot the legisiature chose to refer it to the attorney gs'::;al, who
no one of the iwwon necessary to a full and fair investigation of the sab-
Ject. In the winter of 1829, John C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the execu-
tive of the state of New York, special counsel to conduct the prosecutions in relation
to the Mo outrages. He wasa fearless, efficient, faithful and industrious officer,
and entered with honesty, zeal, and energy upon the duties of his appointment. He
ted these duties for one year, and made his report to the executive disclosing
the results of his investigations. Mr. Spencer was treated in such a manner by the
authorities of the state, as to furnish convincing proof, that, in their estimation, he
had been too faithful in the discharge of his duties. His confidential communications
to the executive in relation to the means to be used in proving the erime of murder,
were divulged through the ageney of his masonic advisers, as is understood, to the
counsel of some of the individuals implicated in the outrage.

These are all the facts which your committee have had time to arrange in relation
to the conduet and measures of masons to prevent a conviction of their fellow
masons of the erime of the abduction and murder of William Morgan, but they are
by no means, all that exist in relation to that subject. If they were all to be noted
down, this retgort would swell to an ineonvenient and perhaps umnecessary length.
There are a thousand cireamstances which have been noted by those who reside on
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trifling in themselves, and
which are, therefore, almost impossible to b® communicated to others, yet have
contributed to produce an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively and indi-
vidnally, have ltrongli'opposed to any investigation of these high handed
offences against the laws. 'The taunts, the sneers, and the ridicule of some, and the
vindictiveness, the malignity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account,
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few exceptians, have done
all in their power to avert punishment from the heads of their f)?ending brethren.
Your committee submit this re of facts without a single comment, and will feel
satisfied if any man, or number of men will be induced by it, to inquire into the
nature of an institution whose principles your committee believe, authorized the
commission of an outrage upon the liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted
its members to use every effort to avert the just intervention of the laws from the
heads of the offenders.
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Mr. Ward, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire when, where, and for what purpose free-
masonty was first instituted ? What has beew its progress? Where has it flourished
most? And what is now the probable number of the fraternity ?

Respectfully report,

WHEN AND WHERE FREEMASONRY ORIGINATED.

The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character : but when
the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling,
the assumption affects the character of the bantling, and proves it to be destitute both
of virtue and truth. ) .

Freemasonry originated in England. .

Elias Ashmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the
Jfreedom of the operative masons’ company, in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692.(a)

Robert Plot, LL.D. Ashmole’s librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford-
shire, * of a custom of admitting men into the society of freemasons ;" also, * of a parch-
ment volume, containing the history and rules of the Cﬂ;{: of masonry ;” and, also, of
their secrets, * that none know but themselves, which I have reason to suspect,” he says,
“are, perhaps, asbad as this mystery of the craft itself, than which there is nothing I
ever met with more false and incokerent.” (b .

Plot’s Natural History of Staffordshire, written and published between 1666, and
1696, we have not been able to obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrets
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make any allusion to free-
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17th.
century, with which we are acquainted ; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addisou.

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Apple-tree Tavern, Charles-street,
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed a regular form, on the 24th day of June,
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of * the only four lodges in the south of England,”
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, by a majority of hands, first grand master of masons. (c)
This grand lodge claims the acknowledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body
of the fraternity throughout the earth. (d). To this same grand lodge, and to those
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imitation of it, wo
are able, by the he% of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now
scattered over the four quarters of the earth. () The name, Franche-maconerie, on
the continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of the English langunage, at the expense
of a gross violation of propriety in French. (f) And finally, the grand lodge of Eng-
land by treaty with the grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and
London, November 30, 1773, confirmed to the several grand masters of different
German states, the rights already émnted, and bestowed all the remaining states
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany in consideration of £25 sterling, to he
paid annually. (g)

FOR WHAT PURPOSE WAS FREEMASONRY INSTITUTED ? :

Freemasonry was instituted to dupe the simple for the benefit of the crafty. The

(a) Bio. Brit. . L )

(b) Freemason’s Pocket Companion, p. 192. . .

(cga:nderson’s Constitutions, 2d. Ed. p. 109. Preston, Riehard’s Ed. p. 167. Smith. Law-
‘rie, , and others. )

(d) See the Latin inscription on plate put beneath the corner stone o1 Freemason’s Hall, Lon
don, A.D. 1775, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83.

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, Preston, ison, and others.

) Essais sur la Franche-masonerie. Par J. L. Laurens.

(g) See the treaty in Smith's octazo ofMasoxbry. p. 188.
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object it has steadily pursued, until its members have attained to mitres and crowns
of masonry; and also to a political influence corresponding with their claims to
imperial power. )

HAT HAS BEEN 1TS PROGRESS !

John Montague, duke of Montague, was chosen first noble grand master of ma-
sons, A. D. 1721. (a) Anderson’s ** Constitutions of Masonry,” the first printed
document of the fraternity, ammd A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly years
:La‘.roed from the discovery of the art of printing, before this self styled most ancient

honourable fraternity added one work to the literature of the world. About this
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (c) name freemasonry in terms of unqualified contempt.
In 1726, provincial grand masters were first appointed, by whom freemasonry was
carried to the different counties of England, to North and South Wales, and to
Gibraltar ; and so around the globe. (d) October 13th, 1730, it was disclosed, E:b-‘
lished, and sworn to, by SamueL PrIcHARD, (e) an irreproachable citizen of Lon-
don. (f) It was first planted in America, at Boston, A. D. 1733; at Charleston, 8.
C. and at Cape €Coast, in Africa, and in the grand lodEe of Scotland, A. D. 1736. (g)
It was proseribed in 1735, by the republic of Holland, (h) where it had been intro-
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was proscribed in France, 1737;
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k)

The masons of Lyans, in France, partizans of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented
the order of kadosch templar (1) A. D. 1743 ; hence sprung the elect of nine, of fifteen,
perfect masons, et cetera. In 1747, Ch. Ed. Stuart, son of the Pretender, received
many favours of the masons at Arras, in France, and in return, gave them a warrant
for holding a chapter, and called it the Scotch Jacobite. (m) This chapter was after-
wards removed to Paris, with the name of chapitre &’ Arras, and is the germ of royal
arch masonry, which now modestly dates from the time of Zerubbabel.

Freemasonry of three degrees, was thus disseminated over the . civilized world ;
and the de, of perfection were commenced previous to the middle of the last
century. To trace the progress of the mystery in all countries, and in all its different
rites, is needless. The origin of the Scotch Zodgc, of France, is found in La mere
loge de St. Jeah o Ecosse, instituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence sprang the
Scotch masonry of Mexico, and of the world. In 1754, the Chevalier de neville
“hstituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the German Baron, Hund, took
the rite called strict observance. Martinez Pascalis invented the order of elect priests,
from which sprang the Martinists of the French Revolution. In 1756, ¢ the grand
lodge of France” first took its name, having previopsly styled itself, *the grand
English Lodge of France.” Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. 37.

In 1758, at Paris, was established the first Council of Emperore of the East and
West, Sovereign Princes, Freemasons! Among the founders of this dynasty, we find
the names of Lacorne le maitre de danse, and Prrlet, le tailleur d'habits: in plain Eng-
lish, a dancing master and a tailor. _

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated August 27, 1761, sent sublime and per-
Ject masonry to the new world, by the hand of Stephen Morin, u Jew; :
planted it in the West Indies; and a council at Kingston, in Jamaica, gave it to
Henry Andrew Franken. Franken, by a patent, dated 6 December, 1778, gave it
to Moses Michael Hayes, a Jew, nfterwurdl: grand master of Massachusetts ; Hayes

(a) Anderson’s Constitations of Masonry.
ﬁbg Pope's Letters. Vol. 2d. .
c) A r from the d mistress of female freemasons, to Geo. Faulkner, printer.
Swift's Works. Vol. 12, p. 331.
d) Scott, Preston, and Anderson.
e) Masonry Dissected. By Samuel Prichard.
) Anderson’s Condtitutions. 2d Ed.
(ﬁ Anderson, Scott, Smith, and Preston.
(h) Smith, p.193.
(i) Anderson’s Constitutions, p. 112, and 129, connected with Lord Chesterfield’s embasy
to Hague, and the Current History of Masonry.
(k) Smith, Scott, and Lawrie.
(1) Robison. New York Ed. p.44. Precis Historigue. Vol. 1. p. 33.
(m) Precis Historique, and Esprit Du Dogma, p. 1
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gave it to Spitzer, of Charleston, S. C. and there the heirs of Lacorne and Pirlet now
sway the sceptre of freemasonry, ¢ under the celestial canopy of the zenith,” over
“ both lmm‘apzern." (a)

‘WHERE FREEMASONRY HAS FLOURISHED MOST.

Russia. Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make freemasonry a capital offence.
There is no crime in the mummery to die for under the gallows ; the offence lies in
the political use made of freemasonry, dangerous to all governments. The sove-
reigns of France, England, Prussia, Netherlands, S8weden, and Brazil, take the fra-
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not because their majesties love the
farce of the lodge-room, but they fear its political tendency.

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective course at the
same time. While the late king was heir apparent to the throne, he was made grand
master of masons; and the parliament forbade the increase of the number of lodges
in the three kingdoms ; and also forbade the adogg:l:: of any degrees, except only the
ﬁrs; three in masonry. The statute bears date year of George IIL. and is now
in force. .

_The only countries in which freemasonry flourishes, neither forbidden nor restrained,
are the republics of North America. Here the growth is without a Panllel; (except
in France, during the last years of Louis XVI.) a growth honourable to the freedom,

but dangerous to the stability of our public institutions.

CONCLUSION.
——* Out of the earth a fabrichuge -
Rose like an exhalation, with the sound
Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet,
Built like a temple.”—Milton’s desoription of PanpEyoxivw.

The corner stone was laid at London, on mechanice’ holiday, A. D. 1717; thirty
to forty stories have since been erected, and some towers have been raised to the
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and twent{ degg: : the walls are
living men of all christendom, to the number of a million, 100, of whom are in
this country, bound together by ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva-
tion of their souls. It has a ritual, an altar, a priesthood, and worshippers. Itis an
unhallowed temple, whose votaries are admitted, in attire for a gallows. It has a
government, amr laws, an empire, and crowned heads, and a book of constitutions
and a sword. It is the temple of tyranny, where. young men swear fealty to an un-
known prince. Itis a refuge of lies; neither truth, nor righteousness, nor patriotism -
will suffer it longer to defile the earth. :

(a) Precis His. Dalcho’s Orations and others. For Franken’s commission to Hayes, see the
Providence Free Press, Vol. 1. No. 2.
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Mr. Oliver, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, made a Report as follows :

The Committee appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to
examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inﬂuire how far its pretensions
hayve been supported by facts, respectfully submit the following Report :

Before entering upon the duties of their appointment, your Committee were fully
aware that this subject would require a more elaborate discussion, than the limited
time of the sitting of this Convention would afford; they have, therefore, thought |
proper to present no more than a brief outline of the most prominent pretensions and |
practices of freemasonry, as they are now exposed to the world. L. '

If we allow its own standard authors the privilege of answering for the institution,
+ it claims to be an association of divine dtigin, emanating from, and communicated
by the Deity himself to Adam, and through him to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noabh,
and thus to the succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prophets and
Apostles, down to the sovereign pontiffs, princes, and potentates of the earth ; and
to all the subsequently initiated members of their mystical order, to the present
day.” .

ut when we consult th:ﬂ)ages of ancient history, both sacred and profane, there |
is not the least trace or allusion to any such organized socie;y, anterior to the
eighteenth century; at which period, viz. anno domini, 1717, modern history
i.n?orms us that this fraternity held their first meeting in the city of London ; and
subsequently, in the year 1 they published their first book of constitutions. Ceon- |
sequently all its pretensions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition,
which, of all evidence, is the most vague and inconclusive. As a proof of this asser-
tion, we appeal to the sacred history ; and by a eomparison of events with their re-
wpective dates, we find the masonic traditions confoundini and blending distinct and
separate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quoting |
- he sayings of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence! Nu-
merous instances of perverting the sacred text might be cited ; but for the sake of
brevity, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas-
ters’ degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed mpectmg the curious white key
stone, prepared by Hiram Abiff, and the passage from the Apocalypse is made t0
apply to this circumstance, as a promised reward to the faithful masonic brethren.
«“'T'o him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him
that receiveth it ;”* and the lecture continues, regreaenﬁng this key stone, covered with
hieroglyphics, as the very stone alluded to in Holy #rit!! Again, in the royal arch
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to appl{ to the pretended pot of
manna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruins of the old temple at Jerusa-
lem ; thus impiously perverting the sacred writings, to support the insipid tradi-
tions of the order. And again, in settling the pretended difliculty among the craft
about their wages, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, not uttered
until a thousand years afterwards, in his S:rable of the husbandman to his hired
servants : *“Friend, I do thee no wrong; didst thou not aalree to work for a penny a
day.” Many of the fraternity have never examined into the truth or fakity of these
traditions, being disposed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passing them
by as matter of indifference ; but if they will serionsly consider these incongruities in
connection with other impositions and falsities Fn-actised upon their credulity, they
will discover that the whole system is a tissue of falsehgod and deception. Specu-
lative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to its recipients very important
secrets in morality, philosophy, and science ; and many of the reverend clergy have
declared, that they joined the institution with the view of improving themselves in the
priuciples of morality. How far these haye been instructed in the way of salva-
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tion, iet their own consciences-decide. Elder David Bernard, whose ex})on'tions'of
this mystery of iniquity entitle him to the character of a ‘public benefactor, thus
describes his own views of the institution : * Wishing to avail myself of every auxi-
liary in dpromoting the glory of God, and the happinéss of my fellow men, I readily
received the three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those who
have, in similar circumstances, been léd mto the same path of folly and sin. I
silently retired from the institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma-
son. Not being able to advocate its cause from the knowledge I had derived of its
principles, and supposing the obligations I had received were morally binding, I could
say neither pro nor con concerning it, without a violation of my conscience. With
these views, I embraced an offer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and
reached forward to attain the desired end. In the reception of the chaptoral de-
grees, my embarrasment increased. When I came to the oath of the royal arch
masen; which-obligates to deliver a companion, *right or wrong,” I made a full
stop, and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in the most positive terms, .
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla-
nation ever took-place.”

Hereo is high authority for denouncing, the institutioh as altogether false in its pre-
tensions, to which might be added the testimony of hundreds of others of equal cre-
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Cadwalader D. Colden, of New
York, another seceding mason, thus observes: * that all the science ever taught in
the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun rises in
the East; and sets in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules the
night! I It would require a volume to record the testimony of all those who have
discovered ‘the false pietensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti-
tution as unworthy to exist in a land of freedom ; but the design of the present report
being to present the most prominent objections in a condensed form, we pass on to
give some other reasons for warning our fellow men to shun its dangerous snares. -

Another of its hollow pretences is found in the declaration * that one of its prin-
cipal objects is to distribute and dispense its funds to charitable gu es;" but %y a
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amount of the funds thus distri-
buted, does not exceed the- gratuitous distributiens of other men who have no con-
nexion with their secret order; and that a very large amount of the initiation fees
received, are expended in-the frivolous decorations of their persons and lodge rooms,
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies, From the examination of the records
of St. John’s Lodge, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780, now in the
possession of a member of this convention, it ap;ears that the amount of their cha-
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was $35 76; while the aggregate amount of
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of $1800 !

Freemasonry professes unbounded charity, by holding fellowshmith all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in christian love both
Jew and christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverence and
adore the great supreme in undivided, undistinguished unity; yet the Jew can
reject the doctrine of christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge-
ther, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a God, and all meet together upon the
great square and level of masonry, and receive instruction from this boasted hand
maid of religion! The same oaths are administered to all, and the same pretended

ious lectures are mysteriously adapted to all its followers! Many young divines

ave been induced, (from its claiming to be the handmaid of religion,) when about
to leave their native country, to offer themselves as candidates for masonry, with a
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and relifious subjects, and secure for
themselves an easier passport to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum
and substance of all its pretensions to a religious character, according to the testi-
mony of hundreds of those who are now wﬂﬁ ing to expose the fraud, consists in an
artful collection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and
indiscrimindtely submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to
the order! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the order, the fra-
ternity have repeatedly affirmed, ¢ that it never was designed that the penalties of
their obligations should receive a literal construction; that by repeating the obliga-
tion, witg the penalty annexed, the candidate merely invoked those tortures if he
should wilfally and knowingly violate the obligation.”” But the whole machinery

.



38] CHARACTER OF FREEMASONRY. - 3

of the institution forms a negative to this assertion, which is not in the power of its
advocates to remove. The very first conviction that im.rreues the candidate (when
about to be initiated) in seeing an officer guarding the door with a deadly weapon,
is the danger to be apprehended from an unlawful intrusion ; and at every succeed-
ing step, he is constantly reminded of the penalties of his obligations. In divesti
the candidate of nearly all his apparel, he is deprived of the power of escaping wi
decency ; and while he submits to this pretended necessary preparation, the sense of
shame at his own «egradation weakens his resolution to attempt an escape ; and if
the confessions of seceding masons are sufficient testimony to warrant belief, the pre-
viously initiated enjoy the embarrassment of the new candidate as a sort of offsetfor
their own former degradation. The halter, or cable tow, and the sharp pointed
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to increase the dread of a pe-
nalty; while the utter unconsciousness of the scene around him, as his optics are
deprived of their ordinary functions :]y the close drawn bandage, the more readily
suggests imaginary evil, which must always produde a mental excitement and alarm.
Then the mock assassination of Hiram Abifl, is calculated to impress the niind with
the awful consequences of a curiosity to pry into the pretended mystery, and the
final sacrifice of the fabled Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, agreeably to their own im-
precations, is a convincing proof that the penalties were intended to be literally con-
strued.  And all the subsequent oaths and penalties are evidently designed for the
same effect; for, as the obligations increase, in the same proportion the penalties
are made to increase in bariarous enormity; and it is to these penalties, literally
construed, that the institution owes its continuance from its origin to the present
day. For without these terrific appendages, such a flagrant imposition upon the
credulity of mankind could never have been concealed ; therefore it is & preposterous
absurdity to assert, that it has adopted 4 form of words without a significant mean-
ing, for on their literal import has depended its very existence!! -

n conclusion, it may now be safely affirmed, that SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY
has, by its gaudy trappings and false pretensions, allured the feet of the credulous
and unwary into its toils, promising to impart important secrets, which no one has
ever realized ; and enjoined the imposition with eternal secrecy, under the pains and
penalties of a cruel death!! Such are her pretensions and promises, thus has
she fulfilled them. So will all testify, who have tad the courage and magnanimity
to burst her bonds, and honestly confess the truth.
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Mr. Morris, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the evidence, as to the
truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder David Bernard, en-
titled « Light on Masonry,” report,

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the masonic fraternity, for the
alleged crime of revealing the lower degrees of masonry, is ample confirmation of
the truth of those degrees, as contained in Elder Bernard’s book. The evidence
furnished by this fact, must be conclusive as against the institution of masonry, be-
cause there could be no otglca;crossiblo retence for the infliction of masonic vengeance -
upon its victim, than his disclosure of the secrets of the order. If the murder of Mor-
gan was not resorted to, as the means of either preventing or punishing the revela-
tion of secrets deemed by their professors of the highest im| ce, it was an act
of atrocious barbarity, without motive or the pretext of justification. The masonic
fraternity have, therefore, stamped upon Morgan’s disclosures the impress of mar-
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their victim.

The evidence to the truth of these disclosures, furnished by seceders from the in-
stitution, is, in the judgment of the Committee, entitled to full eredit. The character
of the witnesses in point of intelligence, integrity, and veracity, their means of know-
ing the facts, the total absence of every inducement to falsify those facts, the Eerfect
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, the facility of ¢! ectl:s
their convietion of perjury, in those cases where their disclosures have been suppo
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosures are
not true. In thestate of IJ;w York, a considerable number of the seceders are clergy-
men of different denominations, whose constitutional interdict from holding offices,
furnishes an effectual refutation of the a.ll:gation so generally and so falsely cir-
culated, that political power is the object of the ofponenu of masonry. The intelli-
gence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the most im-
perative sense of duty to their and their country prom ted their secession from
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That spirit of masonic malice, *1whose
heart coins slanders like a mint,” has sought to invalidate the testimony of the sece-
ders, imputing to them the commission of moral poljug. The intelligence of the
age in which we live, requires no laboured exposition of :J)roposition, equally sanc-
tioned by ethics and by law, tliat oaths extrajudicially administered, dictated like
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly conflicting with the paramount duties
of the citizen to his God and his country, are neither legally nor morally ohligatog.
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obligation of the brethren of the
mystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masonic vengeance, to asperse his

aracter, defame his reputation, derange his business, and point him out to the
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is & volume of masonic testimony to the
truth of the disclosures made by the seceders.

In corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com-
Mittee deem it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in this free republic, where
€évery subject human and divine is by the nature of our institutions suhjected to the or-
deal of public discussion; freemasonry alone is attempted to be an exception to the
general rule, and its all-powerful influence is exerted to muzzle the press, to gag the ora-
tor, to obstruct or incommode the assemblage of conventions, to prevent examination of
U3 claims, and stifle all inquiry into its principles and practices. Freemasonry, alone,
of all the subjects which affect our rights and duties here, and our accountabilities
:[’G_lfmr, denies the control of public sentiment, and defies the tribunal of public

inlon.
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The truth of many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled « Light on Masonry,”
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Committee have as yet
adverted. The records of the courts of justice furnish evidence upon this subject,
which sophistry cannot pervert, prevarication evade, or impudence deny. It is
judicial evidence upon the very fact in question. In Judge Gardiner’s report, made
to the senate of the state of New York, ‘pursua.nt to their resolution, of the testi-
mony taken before him upon the trial of Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths
assumed by members of the fraternity upon their admission, and particularly those
of the royal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty
right or wrong, are eonfirmed and established by the testimony of members of the
masonic order, not seceders, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges,
and who stated upon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words,
in which they are divulnfad in the work in question. In various trials before magis-
trates in the state of New York, in suits prosecuted for apl.l;%ed infractions. of the -
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, against persons essing . to exhibit the
ceremonies attendant on the admission of masons, members of the order, yet at-
tached to the lodges, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of
the present@ongress, testified that the mode and manner of initiating members, and .
the oaths takex:rdy themselves and by others on admission, were the same as set forth .
by Elder Bernard.

Other trials in the same state, one of which being upon a promissory note for the
initiation fee on admission into a lodge, the defence to which consisting in the want
of consideration, distinetly preseated the inquiry into the truth of the disclosure of
masonic secrets, furni indisputable judicial evidenece, that the rights and ceremo-
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lodges were correctly detailed. :

The Committee are unanimously of apinion, that the evidence extrinsic and intrin-
sic, direct and collateral, positive and circumstantial, is such as can leave no doubt
on the mind of any rational man, that the disclosures contained in the work, entitled
 Light on Masonry,” particularly in regard to the degrees in use in this country, are
ultbonti: and unquestionable.

LETTER FROM ELDER N. N. WHITING TO ELDER DAVID BERNARD, APPENDED TO
THE FOREGOING REPORT BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION. i

Vernon, Oneida Gounty, N. Y. September 7, 1830.
ELper D. BERNARD,

Influenced, as I humbly trust, by asense of the duty which I owe to the friends of .
truth and the happiness of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de-
grees contained in the list below, and published by you in the work entitled * Light
on Masonry,” are genuine and authentic, and may be relied on as such by the world.
I farther certify, that the degrees from that of knight of the East and West, to that
of Sublime Prince of the Rot{nl Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several
others infermally, that is, without the use of the various ceremonies detailed in those
degrees as published; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we
were left to learn the nature and tendency of those degrees from the manuseripts in
which they were contained ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular
one, when there is no organized consistory for the Sublime Degrees. I farther cer-
tify, that an agent of the Supreme Council of Sovereign Granetﬂnspectors General,
(which Council has its place of meeting in Charleston, 8. C.) was employed to com-
municate the Sublime Degrees to an officer of high masonic rank in the state of New
York, and that through that officer said degrees iavo been couferred on various per-
sons residing in said state.

. List of Degrees referred to above.
Secret Master, [Hustrious Knight,
Perfect Master, Grand Master Architect,
Intimate Secretary, Knight of 9th Arch.
Provost and Judge, G. E. and 8. Mason,
Intendant of the Buildings, Kauight of the E. and W.
Elected Knights of Nine, Soy, Prinee of Rose-Croix,

Elected Grand Master, Grand Pontiff. .
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

M. Taylor, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire what has been the influence of freemasonry
upon the public press; and whether it be expedient for this convention to adopt any
measures in relation thereto, respectfully report,

That the result of their inquiries gresentl a state of the press, alike discreditable to
its eharacter, and alarming to all who love the liberties and the independence of their
country. . ‘

As nearly as your Committee have been able to ascertain, there are published in
all the states, an aggregate of 983 newspapers. )

These have divided themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of
those which have issued from the press since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon
the principle of ?position to freemasonry, or so conducted, comprising 124 of the
above number; of which-are sublishod in the state of Pennsylvania 53; New York
46 ; Connecticut 2 ; Rhode Island 1; Massachusetts 5; Vermont 4; New Jersey 2,
Ohio 9; Indiana 1; and 1 in the territory of Michigan.

‘These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal contributions
of the middling and unambitious classes of society; with no motive but the attain-
ment and dissemination of those alarming truths, which they had sought for in vain,
through the ordinary channels of intelligence. These publications have been prin-
cipally commenced since the murder of Morgan ; and they have been metat the thresh-
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which has hitherto controlled as with an iron
sceptre, every interest which they have not deemed beneath their notice.

gainst a combination, whose hands have not refused to wield the weapons of dis-
honourable warfare, and Iabouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartan
band has contended with a zeal and steady perseverance, which indicate that the
patriotism of the heroes of *76, still animates with undiminished fervour, the breasts
of many of their offspring.

The next class of periodical publications, consists of such as have been founded
exclusively upon masonic principles, and are sustained by masonic patronage. These
were established and are conducted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi-
nism which is given by Weishaupt in these words, ‘ newspapers and reviews must be
established to calumniate every influential man, who cannot be brought over to our
})arty." They live in an atmosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast which

attens upon the poisonous vapours of its own dungeon, draw their nutriment from
the calumny of the best and purest ; and when summoned to the bar of public jus«
tice, they go forth convicted libellers, glorying in their shame.

The third class comprehends all those, with a few honourable exceptions, which
were in successful operation, not exclusively masonic, when Morgan's illustrations of
masonry were first suffered to behold the ].Igl! )

These papers scattered through the whole extent of our country, ushered from a
thousand presses, daily, weekly, monthly, and quasterly, and professing to ‘ﬁive the
minutest intelligence upon every subject of general or limited interest; the con-
stant inmate of every home; the daily visitant of every fireside; have acquired an
influence as absolute as the laws of our land, and as wide as the country which we
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in
their efforts. They draw their supplies from every quarter of the globe; they eagerly
lay hold of every occurrence, foreign or domestic, jrivial or im) t, and send 1t
forth, to iraﬁfy the cravings of the Jmhlic curiosity. In these efforts to give interest
to the publications of the day, no industry is s $ no u:gicis heneath their notice;
but the broad fields of fiction, of politics, of science, of the arts and of religion are
ransacked ; and having explored them all, and gathered every palatable fruit, these
indefatigable men, like the daughter of the horseleech, are unsatisfied still.
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An ordinary murder, in which a solitary individual was implicated, has rung
through all our papers, for months together : and the illegal detention of a foreigner,
an alleged defanlter, has set whole cities in a flame. This was indeed the indication
of a blessed spirit ; for it groves that our citizens know the value of liberty and law,
and are jealous of the slightest infringement of them. But an American citizen was
outrageously kidnapped and torn from his family, confined in a dungeon, transported
thronEh a thickly settled country, and murdered under circumstances of the most
cold blooded bub-.ri?, and these same presses are silent as the grave. He who
could compass sea and land to gather news, seemed to have forgotten his occupation ;
and that ‘““blessed spirit” which burst forth like the flames of a volcano, use
the laws had been violated in the person of an alleged swindler, gave no signs
of life. In the region where this ou had been perpetrated, the criminal
apathy or connivance of the conductors of the press, alarmed the people: they arose
in their might and established independent papers, through which the truth has been
fnﬂeull;zneminntod, in defiance of the threats and calomnies of that all-powerful
institution. Without the aid of these presses, the mass of the people in New York
and Pennxlvan’n, Massachusetts and Vermont, would at this moment, have been
ignorant that William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after crowds of witnesses have

ved his murder, by circumstances amounting tocermint{; after adhering masons
ave trampled upon the authority of our courts of justice; have defied the power of
heaven and e-nl?.o and alleged as their only excuse, that the truth would implicate
themselves in the bloody deed; there are still thousands in our land, and men too of
intelligence and virtue, who believe that the story of that murder is all a fiction.
Wh{y is this? Why is it, that among our intellig:nt population such gross and dis-
graceful ignerance prevails? It is because the public press is ’Falaied by a power un-
seen, and controlled by an influence of unlimited operation. Through the medium of
the press the public mind has bet:: poisoned, so th;t nl:me, however elevated, cth‘: ex-
press a just iudignation against the perpetrators of a horrid crime, or against in-
stitution, which justifies and protects the criminal, without the risk of being denounced
as a fanatic, or a fool, or a uig:ing man. :

Your Committee are aware that some of them have been driven by dire necessity
to adopt a course, at which their better feelings revolt.

But in view of all the facts, the Committee are constrained to say, that in their
opinion, the conductors of the press, who-have made themselves voluntarily ob-
noxious to the eharge of luppreum&wmtelligenee intensely interesting to the Ameri-
can people ; of refusing to sound alarm, when liberty has been invaded, our
laws trampled in the dust, and life wantonly sacrificed ; who have systematically in-
sulted the memory of the dead, and calumniated the living; who have wielded their
m?hq power at the will of a secret and corrupt combination, and have used their
influence to pervert the truth and mislead the public mind ; who have shown them-
selves willing rather to jeopard our dearest interests, than to risk the loss of patron-
age or incur the enmity of freemasonry ; have proved faithless * sentinels upon the
watch-towers of liberty;” and unworthy the confidence of those who justly value the
dear bought privileges of American citizens.
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Mr. Hopkins, from the Commitiee next heregfier mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred, * to take into consideration the true nature
of masonic oaths or obligations, and to re| whether they are, or are not, reli-
giomg.amonlly, or legally binding; and w r are, or are not, in collision
with the higher obligations of allegiance and duty, which every Food citizen is under,
to support the constitution and laws of his country,” respectfully report: .

‘That the terms of this reference, being general, embrace all masonic obligations

whatever. In the application of the subject to the oaths as revealed, it appears to the
committee, that the matter of those oaths may properly come under the followin,
considerations, namely: 1st. Of oaths which respect matters merely frivolous.
Of those, if any there be, which respect matters entirely lawful and proper, and nos
uimportant. 3d. Of those, which by their natural tendency and operation are
hostile to social order, m manners, or equal r:ﬁht, but without requiring any spe-
cific offence. 4th. Of , which are directly illegal, whether that illegalig is ex- -
pressed in terms, or is afterwards deduced, as an unexpected consequence. Iliegality
in oaths may be of many different kinds : the object of them may be either directly
criminal, or they may lead to breaches of prior duty, obligation or contract, or of
political alle, .m“.binn?m all these, the inquiry is, whether they are religiously,
morally, or legally ing.

And first, as to their legal obligation, the committee report; that none of these
being oaths authorized or re%nl'ed for any purpose knowa to the laws, they are not
legally binding in any possible case (a). remaining questions concern their

igation in conscience.

An oath is defined by moral writers as an act of religion (b), by which the
affirmant appeals to the Sl:g:eme Being, to witness the truth of what he effirms to
be true, or his fidelity in performance of that, which he promises to perform.
Such a transaction presupposes the infirmity of all human sanctions. It applies to
the thoughts and intents of the heart; and therefore it appeals to him who knows
them. It presupposes also, that the being who is ap to, is both able and dis-
posed to punish perjury. The universal adoption of oaths, by all pations, to sanction
such public and solerhn engagements as the laws cannot sufficiently reach; such, for
example, as fidelity to governments, the observance of treaties, and truth in giving
testimony, is a proof, that a sense of the sanctity of oaths, is deeply graven upon the
heart of man. Grotius observes. that in every nation, and in every age, an oath has
always been of the greatest weight in promises, contracts, agreements (c).
If the use of solemn oaths is found thus universal, and thus necessary to man, in his

a) See opinion of Marcey, J. in The People vs. Jewett, at Lockgn, 1830.
gb; Thoyplll seem to follow Cicero’s doﬁgiﬁon in the third book De Officiis: Est enim jus-
j affirmatio religiosa; autem affirmate, quasi Deo teste, promisseris, id tenendum
est. See also Grotius de Jure Bel. et Pac. Lib. II. Cap. XIII.
Puffendorf. Droit de la Nat. Lib. IV. Chap. L.
A LA L
's i y . .
Rmhyafonh'a Inlhmu,{h xiv.
l!‘.(‘)l‘yinion of Trott, afterwards Ch. Just. of South Carolina, under the colonial governmentm 1.
s Law Joumnal, p. 2. The precise definition in the text above, is rather gathered fromall,
than copied from any one.
(c) In the chapter before cited. In this chapter he has collected a great number of examples
to show the reverence of almost all nations for oaths. But Barbeyrac, in his notes on Pn&o_n-
dorf, says, that the Peruvians used no oath, but a simple averment before the' Inca. He cites

Garcilago de Vega for this fact, in his history of the
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social condition ; and if it is past doubt, that ¢ thereisa God who governs the world,”
and has planned the existence of social order, then we arrive, even without the aid
of revelation, to the conclusion, that the use of oaths.is a part of the divine economy,
and that the breach of them will be a subject of special punishment. L.

The Committee, thus quoting the authority of the most distinguished guides in the
philosoph{of morals, wish to ::rat the remark, that they all, both Pagan and Chris-
tian, speak in efféct of an oath, as nit X
therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga-
tion, though reporting to a body, whose members may be supposed to differ much
in their partieular creeds. The very terms in which this subject is referred, embrace
the moral and religious bearings of the question. The resolution treats the subject
as & question of conscience; and questions of conscierice can have little meaning,
except as they regard the responsibility of man-to his final judge. . .

A farther explanation may seem to be called for. Now, that divisions exist, and
excitement operates, regarding the merits of freemasonry, the mere unsupported

conclusions of this Committee or this Convention, adopted upon recent views of the.

question, might fail, perhaps justly, to command universal confidence. This has in-
duced the Committee to have much recourse to authorities, whether sacred or pro-
fane; and they mean not to advance any important proposition in morals, without
the most ample support of the inspired, or of the wise and good, who wrote before free-
masonry existed. .

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and his Almighty
Judge on the other. It is a transaction in which, according to the general economy
of divine Providence, the special power of that Judge is called into exercise, to give
effect to such necessary and important engagements of men, as ean, in no other man-
ner, receive a sufficient gumnl{(a).

All these principles apply to lawful oaths, taken for some useful and important

« an act of religion.” The Commitiee submit, -

?urpose., But the first question now to be considered, regards those oaths which are -

or objects merely trifling or worthless. If the position is established, that an oath
effectually calls into exercise the avenging ‘Kower of the Supreme Being, to punish
false (and on any other supposition, all oaths are a fraud and an imposture,)
then it follows, that oaths for trifing and vain objects, are a direct act of irreverence
towards that power. They are, then, a practical perversion of one of his great en-
gines for the support of human society; and a defiance of that penalty which every
oath supposes to be imprecated. In whatever degree an eath for a high and impor-

tant purpose, is sacred, in that degree, the use of it for any low, base, and worthless -

object, is a profanation. But the case under consideration, supposes these oaths-to
be already taken; and the question is, what is the further duty of those who have
taken them, and how they may best escape the danger of further offences against
conscience. o

The Committee have not brought this branch of the subject fnte view, because-it
is in itself exceedingly important ; but rather, because being obliged to examine a
great mass of oaths of very varieus im; it seemed to be their duty to present the
subject in due method; and because the conclusions to be drawn frem this branch,

ill tend to throw light upon others.

If an oath for a vain or worthless pyrpose, is a transaction with the Supreme
Judge, then he is a to that transaction, considered as a binding one ; then he is
. aparty, not to punish the trifling, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but heis a
party to see it.executed, or to punish the non execution.

But can the power of the God of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ¢a-
price of man, to execute the vain engagements which folly may prompt?

The Committee know of no divine or human authorir;, for saying that such an
engagement, considered strictly as an oath, is binding. Puffendorf, who wrete 100
years before masonry existed, has expressly stated -his opinion, that + oaths oblige
not when they are absurd and impertinent”(b). Doubtless, they are immeoral and

(a) Un serment n’oblige pas, si Dieu ne 'accepte. Puffendorf as above cited, § VIII.
(An oath obliges not, if God not accept it.)
.(b) Carils (les serments) n’obligent pas, non senlment lorsqu’ils concernent les choses jlli
cites, mais encore losqu'ils sont absurdes et impertinents. Puffendorf, as above, § X.
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most offensive to our God and Judge; but no proof is perceived that He will so
punish the offence considered, as & breach of the oath, because he requires the
observairce.

A very different question remains, when we consider what is due for reverence to
that high and holy name, which we inveke in every lawful oath, and which we pro-
fane in every one that is unlawful. No man who has unha;:ﬂily taken a light oath,
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly break it. But still it is nat
truly an oath: it binds not, as such : the breach is not moral perjury: but a useless,
or light breach, seems to be again taking the name of God in vain, and to be renew-
ed irreverence. Such an oath ought not to be violated without cause ; but the Com-
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the subject, and aided by
the best authorities in morals, believe that for good ends, with justifiable motives,
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard it.

A single case will exemplify the views of the Committee, by t!;Imu:tiea.l a]‘;plicn-
tion. Itis a most prominent point of masonry, when arrived at the sublime degree
of master, that MAHAB-BONE signifies ¢ marrow in the bone.” Itis one of the land-
marks which never change with time or place. As bone has always signified bone,
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in all Janguages, ancient
and modern, since his time,) it remains that ¢ mahar,” signifies * marrow.” Now
the candidate has, in effect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penai-
ties and sanctiens, bound himself never to reveal the fact that ¢ mahar,” so signi-
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falsehood is, no good man would
causelessly trifle with the oath he has taken. But when masonry is found to be a
great political, social, moral, and religious evil; when it is found to control govern-
ment, and leave to the people the shadow only of power; when it sanctions murder,
and then resorts to perjury to cover blood; when it avowedly -perverts the admi-
nistration of justice, in civil and criminal cases; when, to sanction these things, it
quotes the names of prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, when it covers all, by the pretence of mysteries
and secrets of solemn and momentous import ; then it becomes, not merely allow-
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up
these solemnities to the scorn of men; and to set the bloody and sacrilegious monster
in the pillory of public odium and contempt. Then it is a virtue in masons, to tell
the world, lXat tgoir institution contains nothing more solemn, than the disgusting
story of the dead body of Hiram Abiff; and nothing mere instructive, than the infor-
mation that * MAHAR,” signifies ¢ MARROW."

2. If there is any one masonic obligation which isinnocent in its object, and yet not
frivolous, it ought to be neticed in this connection. This second head is introduced
for the sake of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis-
sion, that cases, of this character may possibly exist among mankind. the diver-
sified events of life, instances may occur, where individuals, beyond the reach of
laws and of witnesses, or where all human sanctions would be incompetent, may
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal to
Him who searches the heart, and will bring every secret thing into judgment. The
Committee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if such
::ist, they would be the last to question the duty of a most sacred observance

them. .

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is a middle
class, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general
tendency and ﬁ'ect: as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners,
tocial order, or equal right, or consequentiall siainst moral obligation.

The Committee notice these principally, for the sake of presenting the subject in
every different point of view in which it has occurred to them. An extract from one
of the celebrated civilians and moralists who have been cited, will explain both the
case intended, and the opinion of the author. .

. He says, * Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itself, yet the oath
is not the less void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that is to say, if
itis an obstacle to some duty of humanity, or to what we owe to our relatives (a).”
It then puts the case of an oath to conceal a secret.of importance to mankind ; and

(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited.
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sanctions the ‘whole by the case of the Corban, or devoted offering, stated by our
Saviour ; and which will be quoted below. But while passing, the Committee beg
leave to make a single remark, upon this case of the concealment of valuable
secrets, ‘

False and hollow as the pretension to such secrets is, masonry makes it. In thdt
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Henry VI. it is taught that masoury
conceals, among other things, the art of finding new arts, and this for her own profit;
the art of wonder-working, prophecy, magic, and of becoming good and wise without
the aid of fear or hope. Now it is obvious, that a knowledge of these secrets, which
masonry conceals for her own profit, would alter the whole economy of human life,
if revealed for the profit of mankind. The oath of concealment therefore is, on the
principles of the great writer quoted, as applied to masonic pretensions, void.

The Committee, however, present the subject in a different point of view ; and

consider all oaths void, w?lich bind together a portion of mankind in secret and
selfish associations, tending in terms, or in effect, to limit that benevolence which
we owe to all; or to profit a part at the expense of the whole ; or to deprive others
of their equal privileges, for the benefit of such associations. :

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nor precepts on this subject are
wanting.

The Ecri})turos abound with examples of oaths, rash, sinful, or ill understood, and
most manifestly recorded for our admonition.

From the New Testament, the case of Herod’s oath to which John the Bapti-t
was sacrificed, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are most commonly cited.
No one will now assert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in con-
science to kill their victim. . .

But it seems surprising that the case of the Corban, put by our Saviour, and which
is much more discriminative, has not been referred to.

¢ But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, Itis a gift, (Corban,—a
thing devoted by vow to sacred uses,) by whatsoever thou mi;llete-t be profited by
-me, and honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.”’—Matt. xv. 5, 6. In
Mark vii. 12, the remark is further made, * Ye suffer him no more to do aught for
his father or mother.” Now here the sin imputed, is in the very fact of compelling
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the ease put, lays no reproach upon them, if he
had been rich enoug&::dpay the vow, and support his father and mother also. But
having solemnly de to the service of the t:;rle, some article necessary to the
comfort of his parents, these false teachers required him to pay the vow, and suffered
him to do no more, (not being able to do both,) for his father or his mother. There
lay the sin ; thatis, in the very fact of performing the vow. Itis impossible to state
| case mor:‘lprecisely appropriate to such obligations of masonry, as are merely
against moral obligations, or of consequential evil tendency.

‘The Committee have hoped that.these views would meet the approbation of this
convention, and of the wise and good of all classes. These views, if correct, will
holp us to draw right distinctions; they will tend to settle moral obligation upon
the right basis; so as on one side, not to trifle causelessly with any thing that has
borne the forms of an oath before God ; and on the other, that they will remove the
scruples of those who suppose themselves bound in conscience, by all that may un-
lngp}? have been imposed on them, under such forms. i

. Certainly, they are not so bound ; for when we advanee to the ground of unlawful
oaths; or-to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by consequence, lead to any
violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee then arrive on ground which has
been often examined, and they find themselves propped by authol:.ti'on every side;

writers, ancient and modern ; Pagan and Christian; by moralists and legisla-
tors; by the civil law, and by all laws; and especially * by that sure word of pro-
phecy,” which might save the necessity of the other  cloud of witnesses.”
. Rather than to detain the Convention by an array of authorities on an abstraet
Iroponition. the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pases, to a few well
uown names (8) of great and established authority, on questions of morals ; and

(a) See the previous citations. .
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tlu:{ pass on to select, by way of example, some Eoinu of the many oaths of masonry ;
and to follow them up to their natural and probable, or to their actual and known
consequences. To those who have studied masonry, the examples cited, will be
very familiar; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the observations to be made
on them, may appear trite and common. Perhaps, however, this is one of the cases,
where repetition and reinculeation may meet with indulgence.

In looking over the vast mass of masonic oaths, the éommittee would draw the
attention of the convention to a few points only, selected as specimens.

1. Every masonic obligation is entered into under the penalty of death; except one
or two for maiming the limbs; and this penalty, with those exceptions, applies
alike to every breach. The laws of masonry, ke those of Draco, are ALy writ-
ten in blood.

The fellow-craft’s, the master’s, and other degrees, contain a promise in the oath,
¢ to obey all regular signs, summons, or tokens given, handed, sent, or thrown from
the hand of a brother mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted
lodge, provided,” &c.

ere is, then, a perfect :X:tem of machinery, for capital condemnations and exe-
cutions. If the sign handed from a l«::Ee, is aregular sign to put a masonic offender
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death. .

In every case the lodge is sole judge. There is no appeal : he who is commanded
to shed another’s blood, must do so, to save his own life. 'Thus, in the case of Miller of
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally confirmed, the two men, on whom the lot fell to
strangle him, had no alternative, but to obey, or to die. .

But the causes for which life is forfeited by the laws of masonry, have no relation
whatever, to the cases of capital crime by the law of the land. Our constitutions,
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to us, life and personal liberty, in all cases, ex-
cept when forfeited by those laws. 1In all other cases it is a capital crime to take
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all possible cases.

‘We have, then, two systems of criminal law arrayed against each other. Masonry
takes life, for that whicrthe laws treat as perfectly innocent: the laws condemn to
death, for doing that which masonry requires; and we have seen masonry protect-
ing eriminals, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not less obvious, that
the causes for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none of them, offences
against the moral or divine law.

At the very outset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious case, in which the
oath:lgg mnllvo calmoltl be obligatory, ul:l)::sd the civil law and divine lawTa;: both

. Neither is the case here su a gratuitous suppesition. very
med: of Morgan, is a practical eommgntary on the principlel., He died for that
which the laws of, civil society in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called
an offence against the moral law, except by begging the question which is here
under discussion. -

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, and to fly to the relief of the
person giving it, is one which imports not criminality in terms, and only becomes -
illegal, by an illegal use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been
thrown gy an escaping criminal to the officer who pursued him, and with success.
From the daily intercourse and conversation of life, examiles are often heard of, in
which the sign of distress or other masonic signs, have been handed to jurors or
witnesses. :

! But examples cannot be necessary: the very nature of the case supposes and
proves, . that they must be common. . .

 Every fugitive from justice; every man caught in the commission of a crime;
every criminal on trial; every smuggler; every applicant, such as was John An-
derson, for relief from congress or a state legislature ; every eriminal who applies
for a pardon, and every man who applies for a venal office, is a person in distress.
| A criminal mason has the chances which this sign may give, through all stages of
the proceedings, from the issuing of a warrant for his arrest, to thie pardon which re-
lieves him from the.state prison; for he may throw that sign to the constable who
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for commitment ; to jail breakers;
to grand jurymen, petty jurymen, witnesses, and judge. The Committee have
seen reason to suppose that & multitude of recommendations for pardon, which have
heretofore filled the country with criminals, were procured masonically. It would be
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madness to suppose that so erful an engine as the grand hailing sign of distress
were not, musptp'::ot be, freqmtly used :ftll:l effect, to the subversion of law and
right; especially in a government where opinion governs all, and where the aspiring
need friends, it is madness to doubt whether thgse who seek for popularity and fame,
do not often gain them by a sacrifice of duty. The remonstrances of conscience
may be easily hushed by the sanctity of masonic obligations. In all these cases it
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in its particular application, but
in its general tendency and effect, subversive of all right. ,

3. i‘he oath of secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and is the cement of
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the
grand hailing sign of distress, equally applies to this. But to bring the subject more
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent
of this obligation, and then to give a possible example of its power. |

The obligation, even from the very first degree, to keep all masonit secrets, and |
every part and parts, point and points of them, then delivered, or thereafter to be
delivered, is a most comprehensive obligation ; and is sealed, as has been stated, by
an oath to God, and by the penalty of a butcherly death. But in its terms no ille- |
gality is expressly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. All the obli-
gations, however, advance in profligacy as they rise in rank; and it is very soon ‘
q‘erceived that the secrets intended, are really crimes and offences against the laws.

hus in the master’s degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are

left at the discretion of the affirmant. - An exception is always of the same kind of
thing which the genera! words import.

He who promises to keep all secrets oxcogt murder and treason, implies of neces-
sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, he means other erimes. It follows,
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants
ruined through forgery, by a master masen, no other master mason knowing the
facts as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral perjuléy.
He may not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is no such exception. So
the obligation has been practised upon by masons on the western trials : and after
three years of such practice, during which this same construction has been urged
against masonry, that institution has not denied the justness of it, by any known or
public act ; nor does it appear to have taken a single step to correct the consciences
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad-
vantage of it. It is too late now to retract. .

But the more express terms of this oath are somewhat more flagitious ; for in that
institution, which distinguished men among us do not hesitate to praise and foster,
it is declared solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at full
liberty to conceal each others’ murders and treasons ;—¢ and these,” says the oath,
““left at my own discretion !” o |

But if this excite our special wonder and awe; if we seem to doubt the evidence
of our senses, when we see an order of men in this country, in this age, stand pro-
minently forth to organize the possible means of safety for the highest crimes, and
to organize them with deliberation, and forecast, and rites, and oaths ; what shall we
say, when advancing some degrees farther, we find that this concealment is no
longer left optional, but is made a consecrated duty; and, as such, that it extends
to every crime ! In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at
length, ¢ TREASON AND MURDER NoT EXCEPTED’(a). So itis understood by the
masonic authorities ; for, in the violence on Morgan, royal arch masons alone, as the
Committee understand and believe, were selected, and no one can doubt, but the se-
lection was made with reference to this obligation. - |

There remains, yet, a further enormity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men-
tioned, are those intentionally communicated, as such. They embrace, therefore,
only the cases of actual conspiracy. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice
illustrious order of the cross; [the Cross of Christ!] ; in that obligation, is contained
the following clause : :

(a) This obligation is not upiform in all the chapters. It is, sometimes, “ all secrets
whatsoever,” sometimes, ¢ all secrets without exception.” The most common form is be-
Jieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be 8o given by the grand lecturer of the United
Btates, Mr. Jeremy L. Cross.—~Note by one of the Committee. ~ .



490] OBLIGATION OF MASONIC OATHS, 7

[ do swear to keep sacred my brothers’ secrets, both when delivered to me as
mcll;, tnd when the nature of the information is such, as to require seerecy, for his
wolfare.”

The scope and objeet of this obligation is, that knights of this order, should kee
secret each others’ transactions, when unintentionally or accidentally discovered. It
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, the incendiary, the thief, the counterfeiter,
&ec., unexpectedly caught in the act. But, without insisting upon cases, which it
may still be hoped, are not of frequent occurrence, the Committee beg to draw the
attention of the convention, by way of hypothesis, to a case which may show, to
what amazing mischief a eouﬂlncy, under such a bond, may lead, without the cor-
mission of any single crime, which can be called atrocious.

The public econonty of the United States, is much regulated by, and dependent
upon, those laws, which respect our commercial intercourse with other nations.

he execution of these laws is committed to a comparatively small number of revenue
officers. Ugon the ﬁdelit{ of these men, interests are depending, which are, literally,
immense. It is not merely the pub’ic revenue and expenditure, the payment of tgo
public debt, and consequent -urportof credit and of government ;—far beyond all this,
the p::sor execution of those laws, enters into the value of every production of the
soil, of every brauch of industry. It is felt on every farm, by every fireside, in a
limited mesasure ; but in every ?reat establishment of manufacturing industry, it is
felt in the prosperity or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the enactment or amendment
of these laws ; to break them down when pauod; or to evade their effect, neither
cunning, nor fraud, nor corruption, nor perjury, have been wanting. That the ob-
ligations of masonic secrecy have ever been interposed, to save a single bale of illicit
goods, when found liable to seizure, or toremit a penalty, or produce a false apprai-
sal, is a thing of which the Committee have no evidence. But when the wit and
wealth of England have beex applied to rid us, for our advantage, of laws found-
ed in vulgar prejudice, it would be passing wonderful, if they never lighted upon
this happiest of all instruments, for the improvement of our governmental economy.
Let it only be remembered, that the custom-house officer, is usually and presamp-
tively, & mason; because few appointments are made, but from the order. Let us
then suppose the very probable fact, that a masonic smnglglor discovers the inspector -
to be a brother mason : there is, then, a road opened, whieh, like Milton’s road from
the lower regions through c¢haos, eannot be barricaded. The ins is poor,
and, even if conscientious, must live by his office. The smuggler lands goods in his
open view, and asks ho favours. He gives the nig: of his order; he urges on the
work of fraud; and death to the inspector who betrays him. A small amount of
smuggled goods depresses the market ; for the reduction of price, operates most ex-
tensively upon mercantile opinion; prices fall ; the manufacturer is ruined; the
establishment ceases to operate ; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, is
thwarted by & few unseen and ignoble hands.

The Committee repeat, that they have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei-
ther if the Jetter of John Anderson, to a member of congress, attempting to corrupt
him, hed been addressed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, should we ever
bave known the application of masonry in eorrugtmg legislatures ; nor should we
have thought of the safety with which every member may be tried, and tempted in
turn, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calculated, how many let-
ters, of any single class or kind, are missent, in proportion !to those that are rightly
directed. Is there one in ten thousand? If not, then the nrathematical probability
is, that more than ten thousand masonic offers of corruption, have been sent and
concealed.

Apply any reasonable scale of probability to the evasion of the imposts; and it
will appear to be little less than a miracle, if the best and safest of all possible means,
that is, masonic means, have never been resorted to, for the purpose of Lreaking
down the revenue laws of our country. .

The naked question, whether an oath against law, or aganst a prior natural or
moral obligation, can be binding, is solved in a very few words ; the solution is per-
fectly intelligible to every sound mind ; and necessarily, convincing to every mind
which comprehends it. There is no room for two opinions. For, if such an oath
is not void in conscience, it is then binding ; and then the commission of any possible

' crime being sworn to, would be matter oDconscience.
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An oath, itself, is assumed, to im some obligation. But a subsequent and
opposite oath is void, or not void. If not void, then it dissolves the obligation of the
former oath; and then, it may as well itself be rendered void, by a new and further
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annulled at pleasure, by taking a contrary

.oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested
of the most inviolable of all the bonds which cement. and sanctify the social relations.

This masonic principle is thus self-destructive. For, if the masonic oath can
annihilate a prior oath, or moral obligation, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a
subsequent and conturt{ oath ; and then, we are driven to say, in the same breath,
concerning every oath, that it is obligatory, or is not obligatory, at pleasure.

But those masons who contend for the obligatory effect of masonic oaths, and
"who, at the same time, have taken any oath to civil society, such as that of anofficer
or voter, are called upon to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come
in conflict. May the person thus situated, decide for himself which oath to keep ?
If 50, he is bound by neither. Is the prior oath obligatory? Then, it follows, that
every person who has first taken these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of
civil trust. - '

The Committee believe, that the great body of mierely nominal masons, who
regard the institution either with indifference or contempt, but do not openly
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They believe, also, that the
great body of the zealous and adhering masons, who act as a party, consider their
‘masonic obligations, as in all cases paramount.

This principle was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating
beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully believed by his executioners, when
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern-

-ing his death. It has been extensively acted upon, by perjured witnesses, jurors,
and civil officers, to cover that crime.
. In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being a mason, takes an oath to support
the constitution, or faithfully to discharge his office, places himself in a condition,
.where he may be subject to conflicting obligations. Tﬁus, for example, Mr. Bruce,
* the sheriff of ingl:r:, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradicto:
.oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound to keep the peace, for every sheri
is a peace-officer. Then, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, he broke the peace
by violence upon the person of William Morgan. Next; he was to summon a grand
Jjury, which was to investigate the Morgan outrage; and, on this jury, he placed a.
reat majority of masons, with set %t'}rpose to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating
is oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, he was called as a
witness, and testified the truth; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation.
Finally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport
trials, he refused. Thus, for the sdke of masonry, he again violates a high and
sacred duty, which every man owes to society: by that violation, prisoners escaped,
.and guilt and crime came off triumphant. ’

The limited space allowed for this report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon
-many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less criminal than the foregoing.
Thus, the oath always to support a brother’s military fame and political preferment,

* in preference to another’s, resolves the masonic order into one vast and permanent
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of eivil right.

Every witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. But masonry requires them not so to testify against a brother; so they
understand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to tostify ;
or in testifying, have dealt falsely.

Every petit juror is sworn  well and truly to try this cause,” &c. But, many
masons have, on full and fair trial, been set aside, by reason of their masonic obliga-
tions, as not impartial. Let there henceforth be no complaint, if we declare such
'tuxf; unfit for civil trust; they have been judicially proves, and pronounced to be
c t.

Every grand juror is sworn * diligently to inquire and true presentment make,
} But, masonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &c.; and
imasonic grand juries have refused to inquire, or make a presentment of offences,
perfectly well known to them. . o

Every police justice. and other magistrate, constable; sheriff. and district attorney,

‘ \



51] OBLIGATION OF MASONIC OATHS. . 9

takes an oath faithfully to execute his office. But, in multiplied instances, such
officers have betrayed the laws.

In all these cuses, it is exceedingly plain, that the masonic obligations do come in
conflict with the higher obligations of duty and ullo&iance of the citizen, to his coun-
m d':l‘h.ey have, in point of fact, engaged in that conflict, and they have pre-

ed in it.

But, there is a farther and more terrific view of this matter, which must be pre-
sented. Itis now some years, since many of these delinquencies of masonic wit-
nesses, jurors, and officers, were known to the high masonic authorities, who had
jurisdiction over them. But, those authorities have never, so far as appears, rebuked
them for these offences; on the contrary, they have aided, comforted, and abetted
the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to the conclusion, that the disabilities of
these masonic oaths, thus judicially proved, applies to the great body of those
masons, who constitute these judicatories, or act under them. ﬁf these men are dis-
franchised, it is not by our act, nor our sentence. It is by their own act; and judges
and triers have pronounced upon the effect of it, before us.

The oath to follow an unworthy brother-(in effect) with slander and defamation,
and to derange his business, and ruin his fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the
awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to
extricate & brother from difficulty, *right-or wrong,” defies all remark. Suppose
that difficulty to be, that he has betrayed his country! Suppose it to be, that he has
oppressed the widow, or robbed the fatherless, and is called on to refund !

f Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding effects of their obligations, must
they not have rescued him from difficulty? Then, if they had done so, where would
have been West Point, and the liberties of America, and the hopes of mankind ?
. There is yet another masonic obligation, whieh, though not so directly im, rti:ﬁ
individual erime, is, in a political point of view, of still more fearful import, than
that have preceeded.

The knights of the east and west, and of many other degrees, take an oath * to
pay due obedience and submission to all degrees beyond this, but particularly to the
princes of the royal secret, and the supreme council of grand inspector general of
the 33d, and regulate myself by their determinations,” &c. Now, here the
candidate binds iimself to obey the unknown decrees, of an unknown supreme

ln?)oc' torship. .
twill be found, that all degrees of masonry, from the highest to the lowest, are
subjected in grades of subordination, each to its superior; and the whole is united to
this mysteriously sublime and invisible head, by an iron chain of dependence.
is supreme - council consists of nine persons. In Bernard’s Light on Masonry,
appears one of their edicts, in which, with titles, and attributes of power and mag-
cence, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they intimate their will to a
subject worlx{ ¢to the two hemispheres.” Let the people of these United States,
then, well understand the fact, that 100,000 of the most active, efficient, and intelli-
gent men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards; banded
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition; with discipline, with con-
cert, with signs of recognition, and cyphers of secret correspondence ; armed with
the public press, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the
nin of men, are united, to engross all power and influence, and to direct the
Tesources of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. This is no gloss of
ours ; it is their own claim, written in words at length, or necessarily imphed, in
nearly all their documents.

.I:;lg ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have
wished to quit polluted ground. But there is yot one topie, which, as it seems to them
Dever to have mon duly weighed by the anti-masonic public, they wish to notice.

A partof the master’s oath in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, p. 63, is thus expressed :
“ Furthermore, I do promise and swear, that if any part of this solemn oath or obli-
l;&_non:; omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereunto whenever.

ormed.” .

Thus every master mason is, or may be, bound by his oath to observe an unknown. °
oath, In addition to the topic just mentioned, it will now be seen that a mason may
be bound to perform unheard of acts, by unsuspected obligations.

1
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The Committee know not how to discuss a question umvohingow alf moral senti-
ment as this,—¢ whether such an oath can be binding.” They bold it up rather to
the observation of mankind, and would ngpeal to all, masons or not masons, to say,
Is not such an oath a moral abomination .

But this part of the obligation is preinant with further remark. The oath does
not bind him to observe any part which may be forgotten, or omitted by mistake ;
nor has it any limitation whatever: it is simply to observe * any part which may be
omitted.” Therefore any part may be omitted; and that intentionally,. When a
religious man is to be received, the sacrilegious parts may be dropped or softened :
when an intelligent and honest statesman is a candidate, the may be left out
which are hostile to civil liberty: when any one hesitates or objects, as many have
done, the whole may be slurred over. The Committee have no doubt but here is
one explanation of the fact, that some masons of fair reputation are found, who del?
that they took such oaths, and deny it in terms, which so far as can be discovered,
seem free of equivocation.

If great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, and others were
: actnnﬁy master masons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which
the Committee know no evidence, the solution of that fact will probably be found
in this elastic and accommodating quality of the oaths, by which they are made to fit
every shape. As regards revolutionary men, however, such as military officers Aere,
and our.diplomatists in France, it is not imPossiblo that the importance of penetra-
ting all secrets, and of guarding against possible mischief, might justify them in keep-
ing & watchful ec upon the interior of the lodges.

On the subject of oaths obtained by compulsion, or deception, or surprise : also of
those made upon an exl)resa or implied condition, time forbids the Committee to do
more than to refer the learned to great authorities in morals who have treated
on those subjetts. Good faith is the basis of all obligations ; and without the intent
to swear, real or expressed, there is no oath. In whatever degree any oath is
imposed by actual or virtual compulsion—by surprise or deception—or on an implied
or express condition which is unperformed, the oath is void. A great authority (a)
puts a case exactly apposite to masonry; that is, a person who has brought us very
agroe.ablcta_ ‘ixlx:ws is promised a reward: butif it turns out that the news is false, the
promise fails. .

" There is a further consideration regarding all illegal oaths; and all that are against
good morals, or of mischievous tendeney, which has but lately occurred to the Com-
mittee in the particular point of view in which it is now presented. It is this: that
the fact of taking or administering such oaths, is a misdemeanor at the common law.
The candidate who takes the oath; and not the presiding master only, but every
member of the lodge _wullinglay assisting, is liable to indictment and punishmént. The
Committee present this to the convention as a great and preservative principle of our
institutions. It is one which is believed to furnish the best and happiest solution of
the great question, * How shall masonry, when once put down, and when the publie
" watchfulness becomes relaxed, be prevented from an insidious revival 7" Forgetting
this wise and sanitary provision of our birthright common law, some have sought
from the legislatures, a statute remedy. It is unnecessary. No lodge can exist for
.any ?:at length of time, nor embrace mm? members, without being known. It will
then be possible for a grand juryto find and examine the old and new members ; b

detailed examinations, to sift out every fact, and by cautious industry, thread n]vl

mazes of masonic secrecy. The Committee think that this power of the grand

juries should be extensively made known, and should be (flgocdy acted upon,
wherever grand juries can be assembled who are not fettered by masonic obligations.

It should be acted upon by way of practice and preparation, and for the of

exemplifying the power and establishing the principle, even though it should result

that no admission of members have taken place. This will save the necessity of any

-such resort to new remedies, as might awaken a just fear of new precedents and
violent changes. Thaus, there is ever at hand an unfailing remedy : it applies against

all secret associations alike: it will for ever furnish to free institutions the best of all

possible defences, against their most besetting dangers.
In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to remark, that if they have

(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited.
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seemed to be prolix, they could not think it allowable, to treat lightly or obscurely,
a subject connected so deeply with the foundations of civil order and moral obliga-
tion, as this which has been committed to them. It is felt, that no man of right moral
sentiment could approach the subject, without a reverential regard to its importance,
and a deep sentiment of the responsibility of rightly discriminating between sacred
things, and the profanation of them.

On the one side, cries are every where raised ‘ of moral perju?y.” It is believed
that this convention, and all good citizens, feel a deep sense o ol:ll‘igation, to the
fearless and virtuous men, who in the face not of death merely, but of infinite calumny
and reproach, revealed the secrets of masonry. Those men acted from an impulse
of virtue, and generally without time for advisement. But it has beeri most grateful
to your Committee, to find in every step of their investigations, that the principles
which are here presented, and which vindieate the conduct of their excellent friends,
have been announced from age to age, and published by the most wise and venerated -
teachers of morals; and moreover by the oracles of divine truth.

But the most important of all consequences is, that if these principles are right,
masonry must fall.

The nstitution lives on mystery and secrecy, and these depend on the oaths.
Multitudes who abhor the institution, are prevented by conscientious scruples, from
renouncing its authority and revealing its secrets. But when once it comes to be

nerally felt that no such oaths are obligatory, the bond of union will be broken.

t is broken already. The cement of the masonic temple is dissolved; the arches
are falling, ‘and the doors are unhinged; and all the abominations of the inner
recesses, are openly exposed to the observance of menkind.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

The Committee of seceding masons, of which Mr. Thacher is chairman, and which
Committee, by resolution ;}g Thursday, the 16th of September, were instructed and
empowered to ammaryzt prominent points in each degree, when time

] h;ferm't, ag the rising of the convention, have furnished, through Mr. Ward
::5 r. Armstrong, members of said Committee, the following Report :

By an oath to the Father of Spirits, freemasons require the life, and think to pledge
the soul of each brother, for the security of their mysteries. Our apology or
despising the penalties of freemasonry, will be read in our disclosures. These will
show the masonic system to be sinful; such as we are not bound to sustain by
religious obligations.” An oath, is a religious obligation ; but neither moral nor
religious obligations, neither a promise nor an oath, can bind us to disobey God.

he system of freemasonry, in the first three degrees, dates from creation, and
represents itself to have come from Moses and Solomon, and the apostles ; but the
witness is false, and we cannot bear it, without a breach of the ninth commandment.
The czvtem of freemasonry lightly uses the name of the Lord our God ; we cannot
uphold it, and be guiltless of taking the name of the Lord in vain. The system of
freemasonry exacts the life of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola-
tina'the sixth commandment of the decalogue.

e present freemasonry, not as it was fifty or a hundred years ago, but as it is
now; not as Franklin and Washington received it, but as it was given to us in their

at names. Secret societies tend fast to corruption, and s ative masonry, in
its short day, has made a rapid pi . It has materially degenerated in this
country wilzin the last forty years. What it has been, each may inquire for himself;;

but what it is now, we know, and here set forth. Havin, e:senmental acquain-
tance with it, as it now exists, in Vermont, Massachusetts, ﬁh o Island, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Maryland, we find it uniform
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in ¢ Light on Masonry.”

OF THE LODGES. .

The whole system is made up of what are termed dcfrea of the order. These
are forty-three and more, in this country. The symbolic Jodges confer the first three
dogree:{a . 'The room in which a mbolic lodge is held, represents the most holy
place of King Solomon’s temple. principal officers are, the worshipful master,
and the senior nn:la{unwr wardens. Lodges are controlled by grand | , as the
church is by general assemblies, convocations, and conferences.

The oldest lodge in these states, is St. John’s Lodge, Boston, established by the
. grand lodge of England, A.D. 1733. Prior to the declaration of American Inde-

ndence, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent upon the British grand
odges. During, and after the revolution, the several states formed independent

(a) The four succeeding, are usually conferred by the chapter. Then the arrangement of
the eﬁa becomes confused ; but,'forythin time, weyfollow mgrly the Ahiman Rezon, of Mary-
land, 1826, and put the conferred by the encampment, from the seventh to the eleventh ;
and the degrees conferred by the council of the Trinity, from the eleventh to the fourteenth.
The fourteenth to the twenty-fourth, inclusive, are conferred by the ubll:l:‘smd lodge of
pérfection. The twenz—ﬁﬁh and twenty-sixth, by the council of princes of J em ; from the
twentyu:_:::lt.l;to the forty-third, inclusive, are given by the inspectors, who are sovereigns of
masonry, fer life. )
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fnndlodp,apdeichmnowhuagmd odge, as much as it has a state legis-
ature ; and tne meetings of the grand lodge, and of the state legislature, are ull::lluy
simultaneous. In 1822, an attempt was made to form a federal grand lodge for the
United States. The grand lodge of Tennessee, in vain renewed the attempt, in 1829,

In the process of taking the degrees, no person knows, or can know, masonically,
any sign, or word, or token, or oath, of any deil:e of masonry, above the degree
has taken, because such knowledge could only be had in violation of masonic obliga-
tions. Each degree of masonry comprises an obligation, or a penalty, the design of
which is, to bind the eandidate to the observance of an inviolable secrecy of all
masonic transactions. On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, which
is the first degroe of masonry, the candidate is prepared in & manner which is
termed, masonically, ¢ neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, kood-winked, and
with a cable-tow round his neck.” Thus prepared, he is made first to kneel for the
benefit of a lodge prayer; he is then instructed to kneel before the masonic altar, on
his left knee, to put his left hand under the bible, and his right hand on the open
bible, square, and compasses, in which situation he takes the obligation, by repeating
the words after the master of the lodge. The master addresses the candidate thus: -
* Mr, ——, you are now placed in & proper position to take upon you the solemn
oath or obligation of an entered aﬁmnuee mason, which I assure you, is neither to °
affect your religion nor politics. If it is of your own free will and accord, that you
thus present yourself, repeat your name, and say, after me.” The following obliga-
tion is then administered : I, ———, of my own free will and accord, in presence of
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and accepted masons, dedicated to
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint Johy, do hero.l:r and hereon, most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and
never reveal any ¥art or parts, art or arts, point or points of the secrets, arts, and mys-
teries of ancient freemasonry which I have received, am about to receive, or may be
hereafter instructed in, to any person or persons in the known world, exceptit bea
true and lawful brother mason, or within the body of a just and lawfully constituted
lodge of such, and not unto him, or unto them, whom I shall hear so to be, but uato
him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, and due examina-
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not
write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it, on any thing
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or w n
the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the same,
may become legible or intelligible to myself or any other person in the known
world, whereby the secrets of masonry may be unlawfully obtained, throngh my
unworthiness. To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear,
without the least equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever ; binding myself under no less- sonnl , than to have my throat cut
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands
of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-
four hours. So help me God, and keep me steadfast, in the due performance of
same.”

After taking the obligation, the candidate is brought to light, by uncovering his
eyes, at the command of the most worshipful master,” profanely issued in the words
of the Alm htl‘,'“ let there be light,” and as the bandage falls, the master adds,
“ there was lﬁf " He is then taught the first step of a mason, together with the

ign, grip, and word, Boaz, in the manner which is accurately explained in Morgan’s
ﬁf:smuom, and in Light on Muo::?. .

In taking the second or fellow-craft's degree, the candidate is attired in the prepa-
ration room, as at first, with slight variations. He is brought to more light in masonry,
by the removal of his hood, the profane use of the same words of Scripture.

he obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : ** I will not give the
degree of a fellow-craft mason to m one of an inferior deﬁele; I will support the
constitution of the grand lodge, under which this lodge is beld, and conform to all
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which I may at any
time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power; I will obey all regular

igns and summonses, given, handed, sent, or threwn to me by the hand of a brother
:';:ﬂ.w-craft mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such,
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rovided it be within the length of my cable-tow, or square and angie of gy work.”
,i‘ho penalty attached to this obligation is, * to have my left breast torn open, and
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown overmy left shoulder, and earried
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field,
and vultures of the air, if ever I should prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of
this, my solemn oath or obligation, ef a FELLOW-CRAFT MasoN. 8o help me God,
and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.”
This degree of masonry has its pass-word, sign, grip, and word. The pass-word
is Shibboleth ; the word is JacHiN. ’

In the third degree, called ‘ the sublime degree of a master mason,” the candidate is at-

tired in the preparation room, with hood-wink, cable-tow, indispensables, and slippers:

he is brought to ¢ further light in masonry,” by the same process used to bring him * fo

light,” and, then, * to more light in masonry.” He is told that, asin the first degree, on
coming to light, he saw both points’of the compasses concealed beneath the square,
it was to signify, that he was yet ignorant of two principal peints of masenry ; that
as he also saw in the fellow-crafts’ degree, one point of compasses above the
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorance of yet one material
point of masonry ; but, as in this, the third degree, he sees both points of the com-
passes elevated above the square, it denotes that he is about to receive all the light
which can be given him in a master’s lodge.

The obligation of this deﬁre'e, comprises the following points: . )

«I promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a brother of this degree,

to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power to preventit. I promise and swear, that a master mason’s seerets, given to

me in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when commuricated to me, murder and trea-
son excepted, and these left to my own eleetion. I promise and swear, that I will
not violate the chastity of a master mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter, 1
knowing them to be such, norsuffer it to be dene by others if in my power to prevent

it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a master mason's errand, whenever '

ro%uired, even should I have to go barefoot and barehead, if within the length of my
cable-tow, (mystically three miles.) ° :

¢ I promise, and swear, that if any part of this, my solemn oath or obligation be
omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable unto, whenever informed.
To all which I do most solemnly and sineerely J:romiu and swear, with a fixed and
steady purpose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under
no less penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, nng divided to the
north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes seattered to

the four winds of heaven, that there might not the least trace of remembrance .

remain among men or masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, were
1 ever to prove wilfully guilty of violaﬁa;ny part of this my solemn oath or obliga-
tion of a master mason. 8¢ help me , and keep me steadfast in the due per-
formance of the same.” L

I promise and swear that I will not give the master’s word, which I shall here-
after receive, neitherin the lodge, nor out of it, except it be on the five points of fellow-
shi‘s. and then not above my breath; I promise and swear thatIwill notgive the grand
hailing sign of distress, except I am In yeal distress, or for the benefit of the craft,
when at work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or hear the word accompany-
inf it, and should the person who gave it appear to be in distress, I will fy to his
relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life
than of losing my own. I promise and swear that I le not speak evil of a brother
master mason, behind his back or before his face ; but I will apprise him of all
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear that I will always
remember a brother master mason, when on my knees, offering up my devotions
to Almighty God.” -

After this he is made to kneel down and pray : is assaulted, mystically killed, and
twice buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum; raised to Life after fifteen days corrup-
tion, by king Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, Man! HaR! BoNE! as a substi-
tute for the real word of a master mason, until future generations find out the frue
word. This the candidate is led to search for in the deeper mysteries of masonry,
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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The four next degrees in the mystery, are committed in this country aione to a
masoni¢c government called Uluzfrer, for the primary body, Grand ter for a
stats, and General Grand Chapter for the federal union. The mystery of the chi
pretends to have come, in part, from heaven, by Moses, Solomon, and Zerubbabel, to
this generation ; but it is certain that the primeval ¢ was instituted, A. D.
1747, at Arras,in France ; that Moses Michael Hayes, a Jow, introduced it with the -
still deeper mysteries into this countr{ by a patent, dated 6th of December, 1778 ;
that the first mention of a C! of masens in this country, which we have been
able to find, was in 1796 ; that the first Grand Chapter was instituted at Philadelphia,
A. D. 1797, and the first for the northern states at Hartford, January, 1798; and
that the first’ General Grand of the United States was instituted at the eity
of New York, 6th June, 1816. e introduce these faets to show the i
effrontery of royal arch muonr{, and to enable our readers the better to appreciate
the rites and obligations which follow. . -

The room in which a chapter meets, is called the most holy place. The three -
K(ﬁncipal officers of the chapter, are the most excellent high priest after the order of

elchisedek, and the excellent king, and the excellent scribe. 'The mark master’s
degree is the fourth in masonry, and the first in the chapter. In it the candidate is
required to play a very foolish part, and then to keep it a secret under the oath and
penalty. Heis caused to swear in the following words :

*¢ In addition to my former obligations, I do promise and swear that I will support
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of this state, under whi
this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws, mres. and regulations, of this, or
any other lodge of mark master masons, of which I may at any time hereafter be-
come a member. Furthermore do I promise, that I will: not sell, swap, barter, or
exchange my mark, (a) which I shall hereafter choese, nor send it a second time te
pledge, until it is lawfully redeemed from the first. Furthermore do I promise and
swear, that I will receive a brother's mark when offered to me, requesting a favour,
and grant him his re?:'en if in my power ; and if it is not in m{ sgwer to grant his
request, I will return his mark with the value thereof, which is & shekel of silver,
or a quarter of a dollar. To all which I do most wlmnllu:weu. under no less
penalty than to have my right ear smote off, and ndynrigm d chopped off as an
Im r, if I should prove wilfully guilty of vialating any part of this my solemn
oath or obligation of a mark master mason. 8o help me God, and make me steadfast
to keep and perform the same.” . :

‘The candidate for past-master, the second do%:o of the chapter, is made a mirthful
butt for all the brethren, which, in addition to his other obligations, he is sworn to
ko%‘) secret under penalty of having his tongue split from tip to root.

he penalty of the most excellent master’s degree is, *“ to have my breast torn
?en, and my heart and vitals taken from thence andexpooodtorotonadnnﬁiﬂ,
if ever I violate any pars of this my solemn oath or obligation of & most excellent
master Wason. So help we God, and make me steadfast to keep and perform the
same.’

The obligation of the royal arch degree of masonry contains the following claume,
in addition to the former o{h&m :

¢ I do promise and swear, I will not‘E:ve the grand emnific royal arch word,
whieh I uh hereafter receive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be
gment two companiens, reyal arch masons, who with myself make three, and then

y three times three under a living arch, not above my breath. Furthermore, that
I'will not reveal the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, nor retain the k
to them in my possession, but destroy it whenever it comes to my sight; that
will aid and assist a companion royal arch mason, when engaged in any difficulty,
and eapeuse his eamse, so far as to extrieate him from the same, if it be in my power,
whether he be right or wrong. Also, that ¥ will promote -a companion royal areh
mason’s political preferment, in preference to of equal qualification.” In
some chepters, the foregoing elanse is thus administered : ¢ Furthermore do I pro-

A secret teken commonly impressed some metal, which token each mark master is
m(l::)ndmnhahrh?:mlﬁndl:”um'ﬁ:ﬁobm.
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mise and swear, that I will vote for a companion royal arch mason, before anyother
of equal qualifications.” In other chapters, this clause of the obligation is al
omitted : * Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a companion ro u'eh
mason’s secrets, given to me in charge as such, and knowing him to be such,
shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, murder and
treason not excepted.” The last clause, is sometimes varied, thus : « All the secrets
of a companion, without exception ;" or, * whatsoever.” * All which I most solemnly
and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the
same; without any equivoeation, mental remvatlon, orself-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever. Binding myself under no less penalty, than that of having my skull
lmote oﬁ, and my brains_exposed to the scorchmg rays of the sun, should I ever,
or wilfully, violate or transgress any part of this my solemn oath or
tion of a royal arch mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast.in the due
ormance of same.”(a)
Tho grand omnific royal arch word, * long lost but now found,” is 3AR-BUH-LUN.
Candidates are instructed to understand that this word signifies God, in three diffe-
rent latiguages, (i. e.) Hebrew, Chaldaie, and Syriac, and that it is the true word of a

(a) Theeyphalllndedtoh the oath, is the same A. Burr used in his conspiracy. Solicitous to furnish it
most perspicuous manner, one of the committee obtained the following letter :

Dnn SIr,
In compliance with est, I take leasure in fi the royal arch her,
“Mcéd‘ ¢ 'l{ecym; consists of coml unnonnofnﬂu ,mvy::wu R
with the addition ofa dot, or point, to each. The key is thus del mdwhennndemood
explains the mystery to the commonest capacity.

L 3
Beingdimd,itfomnhimdilﬁmm',thu

12345678 9 10 1112
JULIJOCANFRVA>C

Apomt placed within each, gives thirteen mom,tlmo
12 3456 78910111213
JULIBETTIAFVA>C

Making a total of twenty-six ; just equal to the number of letters in the English alphabet.
There are two ways, at least, of combining and using these characters, for the purposes o
secret cqrrespondence. One method, is to call the first sign, o 33 the same with a point

£), bi &o. Another is to apply them, in their regular course, o the first half of the alphabaet
J 8 L] b; and soon, to m; after which, mpeuthmmthadot,begmmngvmh_. n
Uo.&c gz

The alphabet, according to the first method, stands thus:

abe e m r s
.J.-xuﬂu.lf.ﬁ:uél El':"l"lnr"u'1 -

13

D

, AA>><<
According to the second method, thus
abecde fghi klmno v xy 1
.n.n..:nl:‘lnr'VA><.mL:5m:-|nr-VA>.<
I pplmhonuperﬁutmmp Boas |
o arLLv v:n.:. urnv:n..r-" .-.|n-.|.'<z

T am, respectfully yours, JARVIS F. HANKS,
. Late High Priest of Webb Chaptor, Cleaveland, Ohio.
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mason. The pass-word of this degree, by which a arch mason makes himself
known to a companion, is, * I Am THAT [ An.” Thus should a companion ask a
stranger, * l‘Iou a royal arch mason 7” and the answer should be, ‘I .am that I
am,” this would be masonically an affirmative answer. After the oath the candi-
dates are conducted three times around the room, and then are caused to kneel down
and pray, and also to thank God that they are * laid under new and stronger obli,
tions of virtue and holiness””" They arise and travel again. A mock representation
of the ing bush is presented to them, and a voice is heard uttering the words of
Jehovah to ¢  Draw not nigh hither ; lpnt off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place where thou standest is hol; und. I am the of thy fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, an God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look upon God.”  The candidates’ shoes are put off, and their eyes
are covered to suit the action to the words. The scene suddenly shifts to the
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. The breaking down of the walls is
gnred by overthrowing the candidates, amidst the din of cannon balls, feet, and
irs. Another change brings them in hood-winked, captives on their way from
Babylon to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. They are introduced with the words,
I will lead the blind it a way they knownot,” &c. They are conducted beneath the
locked hands of the companions, forming a double line, and are bidden to “ stoop
low ; he that humbleth himself shall be w:&d." That the hope of exaltation may be
inversely measured by the lowliness of the stoop, the brethren usually bear the can-
didate down prostrate upon the floor. N
This journey is called the rugged road; and to make it indeed sq, suitable stum-
bling blocks are laid for the blindfolded ; but as all this represents the pious desire
of Jewish captives in Babylon, te return and build temple-of Jerusalem,
the candidates are caused three several times to kneel and implore the divine
idance and protection, amidst the self-laid dangers of the way! They pass the
ifferent veils of the tabernacle, by the use of the mame of the Almighty, and by
imitating, through their conductor, the signs which Moses was divinely directed
to exhibit in the court of Pharaoh. They discovet the ark of the covenant, aad
gpon its pretended contents, with repeated exclamastions of ** HOLINESS To THE
RD.” . .
In a brief outline of masonry, it is impossible to represent all the profanity of
the royal arch chapter. The grip, the grand hailing sign, &e. are correctly described
lin ¢ Light on Masonry.” - :

ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.—ENCAMPMENTS.

The encampment is the third region in the descent to the mystical Tartarus. It
embracés three degrees. It has for its chief officers, a most eminent grand com-
mander, a generalissimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the title of
eminent. The state administration is committed to each grand encampment, ind
the national administration, to the general grand encampment of the United States.
The first mentioned d encampment to our knowledge, in tho. United States,
convened at Philadellﬁlir:.n the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. A convention held at Pro-
vidence, Rhode Island, May 5th, 1805, organized a United States’ grand encam
ment ; but the federal grand encampment was instituted at the city of New York,
iln8 ;‘h%e same month and year, with the federal grand royal arch chapter, June 22d,

The traditions of the masonic encampment, make it come from the chivalric

ights of the crusades ; but history traces its origin to the city of Lyons, in France,
and to the year of our Lord 1743. .

The penalty of the degree of knights of the red cross, the first degree of the en-
campment, is to have “my house torn down, the timbers thereof set ur, and
thereon, and when the last tmmz shall blow, to be for ever exeluded from tbe society
of all true and courteous knights, should I ever vyllfuré? or knowingly violate an
? part of this my solemn obligation, of knight of said cross. 8o help mo
' and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.” .

In the knight templar #nd knight of Malta m the candidate is put in retire-
ment for a season, masonically termed the ¢ of reflection. He travels in pil-

| grim’s weeds three mystic years, Heis then sworn, in addition to his previous o li-
| gations, in the following words : * I will answer and obey all due sigus and regular
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summonses, which shall be given ar sent to he from regular encampments of knights
templars, if within the distanee of forty miles ;~-natural infirmities and unavoidable
accidents only excusing me. I will help, aid, and assist with mfy counsel, my purse,
and my sword, all poor and i:(;ilgeut knigl:::mphn, &ze. »0 {ar as truth, honour,
and justice may warrant. I will go the distancs of forty miles, even barefoot, and
onfr:nw{dgmund,touve‘holifo, and relieve the distresses of a w knight. I
will wield mysword in defence of innocent virgins, destitute widows, hel orphans,
and the Christian religion. Bianding myself under no less penalty, than to have my
head struck off, and placed on the highest spire in Christendom, should I knowi-%ly‘
::lwilfull "y viola&t; any part of this my solemn obligation of a knight templar. Seo
me , &e.

e then spends three mystic years in warfare, for ** innocent virgine, destitute widosws,
hd{hu jons,” and the Christian religion.” Placed at the foet of a triangular
table, (on which a coffin is. laid, surmounted with the bible, and the whqle crowned
with a death’s head and cross-bones, while twelve tapers, representing the twelve
apostles, arranged in the form of a triangle, line the edgo of the table,) the candidate
is made to extinguish one taper, for a figure of the death of Judas. Ho then drinks
four libations, following the words of the most eminent. To propare him for the
fifthi libation, he is seat on a year’s pnlﬁnm-ge, with a human skull in one hand, and
& lighted r in the other. He beholds the ascension of the Lord in transparency,

hears the anthem : :

 The rising God forsakes the tomb.”

Suitable passages are read from the New Testament. He ia then returned to the foet
of the table, and required to drink the fifth libation, ‘‘ as an emblem ef the bitter cup
of doadn,mfromhwhich, even the Smmf tho"l‘vm'ldh° , netwithstanding ."h:::dm
solicitations, was not exe N passion scene n of
mmo.huudﬁondwovmge&t,wi& hasis upon the words, « Heavenly
Father, let THIO cUPF Jrom me ;" after which, the grand conrmander takes the
emmd‘:hmmshﬂ‘om wine imtoit, and gives the candidate to drink, at the
ooaclusion of the following obligation, repented the most eminent comiander :

“ This pure wine I now take, in testimony of my belief of the mortality of the
body and the immortality of the soul. And may this libation appear as a wit-
-nesm against me, both hete and hereafter; and, as the sins of the world were laid
on the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by the person whose
h@ thiiy wu,wli)lofﬂlieapod h\gon my head, in ad:gtion to m ov;n, sho:ld I (}ver

owingly or y vielate or tramsgress any obligation, that I have heretofore
taken, take at this time, or shall at any. fumie iod take, in relation to any

of masonry, or order of knighthood. Se help me God.” This is called
the sealed obligation, because it is a seal upon all masonic obligations, and is
considered more binding than any other special obligation.

The candidate is then dubbed, and furnished with the due guard, penitent’s
pas, hailing sign, grip, and word of a masonic templar. The word is Golgoths,
and the grand hailing sign of distress is made, by the templar’s throwing hi into
tb’r‘hﬁnk:x&‘ T nlen i ko by hps ooet words of i assing, in’

e o ta is known by si words o rohmt'i, in some
respects, any before given; thoy cznsxss?pf a ropreumnl:ion of e.i‘;l?;rviow between
our blessed Saviour and Thomas, after she resurrection.  Reach hither thy finger,
and behold my hands,” &c. :

COUNCILS.

The next government in the pit of freemasonry, below the eneampment, is calied
& council. the darkness of these regiens, sensible approach is made towards
chaos. ThoﬁmeonndliuhuofthoTrmity;itombrmthnodc%r:u.

1st. Knights of the Christian mark, and guards of the conclave. ey éwoar, in
these words : “ I will proteet and the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
feed them, ifhungrﬁ. give them drink, if thirsty, if naked, clothe them with gar-
ments, teach them, if iguorant, and admwonish them for their goed. All this I pro-
mise in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghest, and if I perform it not, let
me be Anathema Maran-atha, Anathema Maran-atha.” ..

They clothe the candidate in a white rebe, saying : * He thatbelieveth and enda-
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reth'unto the end, the same shall overeome; and I will eause his in"Fuiﬁu'wpul
fom him, and he shall dwell in my presence for ever and ever. Take away his

he

fithy garments, and clothe him with a change of raiment; for he that overcometh,
the same shall be clethed in white raiment, and his name shall be written in the
book of life, and I will confess his name before my Father, and his holy angels,”
&c. His lips are touched by a live coal from the altar, saying : * All thy sins are
removed, and thy iniquities blotted out.”” He is sealed in the forehead one of the
144,000, ¢ who have passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, which was slain from the founda-
ton of the world.” The officers of this degree, “ represent the Almighty, both
the Father and the Son; two archangels; the six men whom Eszekiel saw in
vision, as recorded in the ninth chapter of his prophecies; the recording angel,
who inscribes in the book of life the names of the ¢ sealed;” an angel conductor,
ad an angel guard. The candidate represents a saint, and his initiation into the
cwnelave reception of 'a salnt into heaven, not through the merits of the
Redeemer, but on account of his own good works. The whole de is blas-
piemy ; a burlesque on divine revelation, on heaven, holiness, and God.”(a)

2. Knights of the hely sepulchre. The candidates kneel at the foot of the altar.
The prelate takes the bread, and says: ¢ Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, in love,
that yoe may learn to support each other.” He then takes the cup, and says:
“Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain
one another."”

3d. The degree of the * holy and thrice illustrious order of the cross,” denominated
tie council of the Trinity. The brother of this degree, is recommended by his
weret mark, to the confidence of all those throughout the world, who ean trul
ud deservedly say, ‘* I'em a Christian.” This secret mark is the initials, * I. H. 8.
Baal S8ha Lisha, J am the Lord.” One clause of the obligatien of this degree is,
“1further swear, that should I know another to violate any essential part of this

igatien, I will wse my meost decided endeaveurs, by the blessing of Ged, to
bring such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, agreeably to the
riles and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; this, by pointing him out to
te world as an unworthy vagabond, by oppesing his interest, by deranging his
business, transferring his character after him, wherever he may go, and by
exposing him to the centempt of the whole fraternity, and of the world, but ef
wr illustrious order more especially, during his whole natural life.” 'The penalty
of this obligation is, * To die the death of a traitor, by having a‘“spear thrust
Bt my left side.” In a third obligation of this degree, are the following clauses :
“I do now, by the honour and power of the mark of the holy and illustrious
order of the eross, solemnly swear, that I do hereby aceept of, and will for ever
consider the cross and mark of this order, as my ouly hope, that I will make it
the test of faith and fellowship; I swear to advance my brother's best interest,
by always supporting his military fame, and political preferment, in opposition to
tny other. I swear tolook on his enemies as my enemies, his friends as my friends,
ud stand forth-te mete out tender kindness er vengeance accordingly. I swear to
keep my brother's secrets, both when delivered to me as such, and when the
Rature of the information is such, as to require secrecy for his welfare. To all
this; and to every part thereof, I do now, as before, solemnly, and in truth, bind
ud obligate my ‘soul ; and, also, in the earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola-
ton of least matter or particle of any ef the heretofore obligations, I become
the silent and mute subject of the displeasure of the illustrious order, and have
teir power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishoner, which,
Ilh lgnall of Jael, may be the sure end of an unworthy wretech. To all this

swear.”

THE SUBLIME GRA/ND LODGE OF PERFECTION.

According to the best maps of the modern Erebus, the lodge of perfection occupies
the region beneath the profane council of the Trinity ; bat, some place it below
tie chapter, and en the same level with the encampment. ‘No man can reach the

~—

"(s) Noble D. Strong,
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deeper mysteries of masonry in this eounh;{, without first’ becoming a royal arcl
mason. i;nt, when this degree is taken, there are different roads to the furthe
degrees. A royal arch mason may enter the lodge of perfection, and descend to th
ineffable degree of * grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason ;" or he may go intc
the masonic encampment, and take the degrees of knighthood, and then enter th
lodge of perfection. This lodge contains eloven degrees, called the

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION.

On the degree of * secret master,” whichis the first of the eleven ineffable degrees
the obligation binds the candidate, * to obey the orders and decrees 6f the council o
.princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of the penalties of all former-degrees.”

The obligation of ** perfect master,” which is the second degree of the lodge o
perfection, binds the candidate to secrecy, under the penalties of all his former obli
gations, concluding with Amen, four times. v .

The obligation of the degree of * intimate secretary,” binds the candidate to secrecy
.and obedience to the mandates and decrees of the council of princes of Jeru
salem, under pennlt{ of having his 'wd]j dissected, bowels taken out,-heart cut is
pieces, and the whole thrown to the wild beasts of the field. In taking this degree
the candidate is arrested by Hiram. king of Tyre, dragged from the anti-chamber
into the lodge room, before king Solomen, and- condemned to death, for being dis
covered in an attitude of listening, to obtain the secrets of the grand council, but i
afterwards pardoned, on condition of taking the oath of secrecy.

'The obligation of the degree of « provost and judge,” concludes with a penalty o
all the penalties of the former degrees.

The obligation of the degree of * intendant of the building,” or * master in Israel,’
has this penalty : “ To have the bedy severed n two, and the bowels taken out ;"
which the candidate says, Amen.

In the obligation of the ** elected knight of nine,” the candidate swears thus: ¢ ]
-do solemnly swear, inthe presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the assassi
nation of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but, also, on al
-who may betray the secrets of this lodge : (a) and if I violate this, my obligation, ]
consent to be struck with the dreadful poniard of vengeance now nted to me
and to have my head cut off, and stuck on the highest pole or pinacle, in the easter:
part of the world, as a monument of my villany.” Amen, four times.

The obligation of the * illustrious elected of fifteen,” has this-conclusion: I con
sent and agree, to have my body omxod perpendicularly énd horizontally, and
ex to the air for eight hours, that the flies may prey on the entrails; also
to have my head cut off, and placed on the highest pinnacle in the world ; and tc
be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who disclose the secrets of this degree.”

The penalty of the degree of * illustrious knights,” is, * to have my body cut i

ters.”

On the degree of “ grand master architect,” the penalty of the obligation is the same

. as the last above mentioned, ‘ to have the body cut in quarters.”

In the degree of.« knights of the ninth arch,” the candidate swears to double his
assiduity and zeal, on penalty of all former obligations ; and, in case of failure, tha
his body may be exgoaed to the beasts of the forest as a prey. ¢ So God maintain
me in my present obligation.”

In receiving the last degree, in the lodge of perfection, the candidate is informed
of its utility and importance, and that it will prepare him for futurity. The penalty
of this degree is, to have the body cut open, and the bowels torn out, and given ta
the vultures for food. In this degree the candidate enters a deep-vaulted cavern,
and brings up from thence the triangle of perfection, deposited by Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, glittering with precious stones, on which is engraved the ineffable namne
of the SBupreme Being, which ke is sworn never to repeat, during his natural life ; and
after being anointed with holy (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, the can-
didate receives three signs, three guard-words, and three pass-words, and is pro-
nounced, * grand dect, perfect, sublime mason.”

Descending into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand

(a) It has been administered  on all who betray the secrets of masonry.”
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Mmeeﬁon, ‘according to the Ahiman Rezon of Maryland, 1826, is called the
“ il of princes of Jerusalem.” We speak of this, as men syorn in the prece-
ding lodge, to obey orders issued from it. ‘The law of death to the seceder, is
published in the first degree of masonry; in the lodge of perfection, executioners
are sworn to avenge the violation of masonic law ; and the council of the princes
of Jerusalem are fho acknowledged superiors, whose orders, ect and - sub-
lime masons are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this madness ; one
spirit animates the whole system. The sovereita inspectors-general cap the inverse
climax of the masonic powers, and rule from surface to the centre of the mys-
tery. Their peculiar province extends from the twenty-seventh to the forty-third
degree ; their dominion began, A. D. 1758 ; ‘their capital lies ** beneath the canopy of

-the zenith ;" and their proclamations are addressed to * both hemispheres.”
Besides the regular degrees of the various principalities of freemasonry, many
degrees are appended to different parts of the system. We notice enly two,

, to the symbolic lodges. .

lst.  The test degree,” instituted since Morgan’s death, to p?event the admission
of his masons into the lodges. It has a lecture, a sign, a grip, a word, and an oath.
The word is los, that is, sol, or the sun reversed. It was tnstituted, w
bdge of New York, A. D. 1827 ; and is masonic proof of the incontestible t and
accuracy of Morgan’s disclosures, and of the universal knowledge of the fact am
active masons in our couniry. Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail
to know the tesz degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was
:established in direct violation of the masenic oath, which requires the ¢ old land
marks” to be observed, and which positively forbids the invention of new customs.
Itis exclusively maintained, in open violation ef oaths which require the brethren
.o hail the signs, to acknowledge the tokens, and to respond to the words of the
mystery, independent of the test, or any other newz mvented degree. * Every
‘mason 18 every where a mason,” and has a right to all the privileges of a mason ; no
lodge or grand lodge can disfranchise him, { adopting innovations in the body of
masonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not
turn :o? into los, light into darkness, and truth into falsehood ; they refuse him who
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witness, and, at the same tume, they require
the test oath and degree, solely because Morgan was a true witness ; they expel him
for unmasonic conduct, who acknowledges the truth of Morgan, while they themselves
acknowledge it among themselves, and, also, their own hypocrisy, by inventing new
devices to conceal that truth.(a)

2. ¢ The secret monitor,” belonging to master masons. It has a legend, lecture,
grip, token, sign, word, and oath. It is the only oath which masons are sworn to
commit to memory. The nature of the obligation explains this peculiarity. The
scret monitor is bound in se many words, to prefer a brother in business, to assist
him in trade, and to warn him in making a good or bad bargain, according to cir-
cumstances, either by sign, or grip, or word. That he maynot plead- want of
memory for neglect of duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his
memory, under penalty of having his heart pierced with the arrow of an enemy.
The legend of tﬁ degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to David, by the flight of his arrow, that he
must escape for his life, from the hand of Saul. * But the lad knew not any
thing ; only Jonathan and David understood the matter.” The brethren represent
Jonathan and David, the uninitiated represent the lad; the former use their secret
tokens, and the latfer regard it only as an ordinary transaction; the uninitiated
know not any thing, only the brethren understand the matter.

There are other de on which your Committee have nat reported, and
other points, alsp, embraced in the resolution by which they are governed, par-
ticularly in relation to the tendency of the masonic institution, to subvert justice,
conceal crime, contaminate the morals of society, and undermine the foundation
of a free government, which are duly appreciated; biit the limited space neces-
tarily assigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject.

(a) In conferring this degree upon onsof the Committee, the master observed: * If they
#teal our keys, we must put on new locks.”
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In toncluding this report, we make no appeal for the truth of the disclesures. We
speak what we know, and testify what we have seen and heard, and our own hands
handled. We wish not te excite, but to warn, net to wound, but to heal the public
mind with immutable truth. We are not prompted by feelings of unkindness toward
any brother mason, or by ::iy g)liﬁetl or personal motive, in ueedm from masonry,
but only by a sincere reg r the rising generation, for our whole country, and
for posterity. What is there in masonry for which we should adhere to it? Its form
and character, its doctrines and usages, its origin and practices, conspire te make i
unwuhbly odious to a virtwous mind, and mom to any government.

© saticipate frem adhering mesens, the si charge of presenting to the publi
only the deformities of freemasonry. Its gaudy virtues, its trumpeted aims, its °Jpo
critical prayers, and its brave pretensions, deceive many ; they have deceived us.
Woe expose the hypoerite. No law requires us to rehearse the feats of valour and the
sacrifices of patriotism, which a detected traitor volentarily exhibits, to cover hi
treasonable designs. We simply state the time, place, and circumstances of hii
treason. We precisely state the degree, point, aet, and words, in which freemasonry
offends against its professed character. The public may judge whether it is a grand

“imposture. :

e are bound to the communit; the usual ties of property and kindred, chil
dren and friends. Some of our deya:?st relatives yet uﬁurp: to freemasonry. We
mean them no harm. We know that as face answers to face in a glass, so does
this brief outline to the principal features of freemasonry. They: cannot deny it. Il
here is the smallest variation from their conceptions of truth, they know that the
variation arises from the nature of the subject, and not from hasty er wilfully erro-
neous statements on our part. They must admit, that careful study is on our side,
while too little consideration is with them.

By this summary of the order, we wish to rescne others from the same snare, inte
which we inwmidmteg fell. We refuse, however hurable we may be, to act &
decoy-doves, to entice the young men of our country into the net of freemasonry.
We cannot consent to hover and flutter, in & ﬁgoto escape from masonk
thraldom, and to return for ever to the ground, held fy tow-line of this m
of abominations. We break away, we burst our ties, not unmindful of holiness
but with an wpward flight, and an eye fixed on heaven. We honestly received free-
masonry, a counterfeit ; we submit to the loss; we neither retain it, nor passit; bu
having fully detected it, we chock it on the face, we stamp it on the wall, and we nail
it to the counter; for even now it cheats many. We were deceived by false promises,
reiterdted iu volumes, and supported by great names. Our names are yet ours, and
weo erase them from the guarranty of freemasonry.

Henry Dana Ward, Master Mason, American Union Lodge, No. 1, Marietta, Ohio.
Delegate from New York. ,
Lebbeus Armstrong, Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason, North Siar Lodge,
. No. 162 ;- Sacondaga Royal Arch ; Ledge of Per-
ection’, held bysthe Grand Princes of Jerusalem, in Mayfield,
ontgomery county, New ¥York. egate from New

- Moses Thacher, Arch Mason, St. Jokn's Lodge, No. 2, and Providenct
Arck Chapter, Providence, Rhode Island. Delegate
from Massachusetts.
Abner Morse, =~ Master Mason. Delegate from New Jersey.
Ezra Slifer, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Maryland.

Calviu Barber, Mark Master Mason. Delegate from Connectient.

David Bernard,  Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from
New York.

Martin Flint, Master Mason. Delegate from Vermont.

" Noble D. Strong, al Arch Mason. King David's Royal Arch Chapter, Auburn,
R‘gow York. Delega?g from Conn?cticut. P

Pliny Merrick, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Massachusetts.
Herbert A. Read, Knight Templar, Knight of the Council of the Trinity, Grand
Elect, Rerfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from New York-
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UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Thacher, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to * consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry,
from the disclosures of Professor Robison and the Abbe Barruel, to the present
time; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution; and the
means resorted to by the fraternity to suppress inquiry into the prineiples, nature,
and tendency of the order ;” ask leave respectfully to present the following Report:

The resolution preferred for consideration to your Committee, supposes that aAxri-
uasoNRY has had an existence for more than t{i'rty years. This supposition, your
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on substantial evidence. Although
the fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the sole purpose
of accomplishing particular political objects; yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds
of opposition to all secret societies, were sown, both in this country and in Europe,
long before the Batavian martyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secrgts of the order.
Indeed, if we go back to the time when these seeds first began to germinate and take
toot, we shall arrive at the year 1730, about thirteen years after the association of
speculative masonry was first organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclosed the
secrets of the fraternity. At this time, the institution was in its incipient state ; one
simple oath covered the whole of its mysteries ; and no one supposed that an organ-
ization, apparently so insignificant and unworthy of notice, was ever to become so
extensive and powerful as to revolutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy ¢ the world in arms.” The revela-
tion of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fraternity, if we
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith-
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author. -

Some years later thai this, and when considerable additions had been made to the
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the well known
title of ¢ Jachin and Boaz.” The author of this work also, as well as the one whoe
republished it in this country, it has generally been admitted by masons, paid the for-
feit of his life, for his temerity in transgressing masonic law.

In consequence of these disclosures, the order and rites of freemasonry were for a
time considered contemptible. Young lads frequently appeared in the streets of
London, clad in aprons, and adorned with pebles, in mimicry of a class of men, whom
they considered supremely ridiculous. By the cunning and falsehood of the craft,
however, they succeeded in laughing to scorn these faithful revelations ; and by high
pretensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that their
institution was very ancient, scientific, moral, charitable, divine, and religious; pa-
tronized by all the patriarchs, prophets, wise men, and saints, of old ; and that it has
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, nat
even excepting the christian religion. The principles of the order had l:fen trans-
planted into France, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and had begun to
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the
French revolution, however, some had the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu-
man blodd, and the subsequent anarchy of that nation, resulted, not so much from
the true spirit of national liberty, as from the principles of infidelity extensively pro-
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of secret associations. It was seen
that dé&ists and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to dissemi-
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of revolutionizing every reli-
gion and government, then in existence.

Among those who discovered the deleterious influence of such frinci les, and
watched with solicitude these secret operations, were the Abbe Barruel and Professor

t
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison had
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They
perceived, that if freemasonry was not originally intended to answer the basest de-
signs, and to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub-
version of civil and religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary influence upon mankind.
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful principles, which were disseminated
under covert of the lodge, says, “I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing
and mixing with all the different systems of freemasonry, till at last, AN Associa-
TION HAS BEEN FORMED, for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELI-
G10US ESTABLISHMENTS, AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF
EUROPE.” ¢ In short,” says he, “ we may assert with confidence, that the mason
lodges in France were the hot-beds where tge seeds were sown, and tenderly reared,
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva-
tion, and have made the society worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh
of human corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed.”

These views of the masonic institution, as giving rise to the doctrines of the illu-
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their
different works, which opened the-eyes of many to existing evils and dangers, and
Eroduced counsiderable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the

ritish parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three degrees of masonry |
being conferred ia any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths. .

When Robison and Barruel began to be read in this country, many intelligent men,
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled with fearful
a{)prehensions in view of the rapid growth of freemasonry, and sounded the note of |
alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited
to wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the
example of the illuminees in France and Germany, who appointed dyandering com-
mittees throughout those countries, forestalled the freedom of the press, and vilified
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the
drue princigles of moral and political philosophy.

Although Professor Robison sustained as fair and exalted a character as any other .
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of the ma-
sonic fraternity: The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among |
freemasons, and industriously-circulated in different sections of the United States,
after the Professor’s publication made its appearance in America. In a paper
printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, * that Robison had lived too
fast for his income, and to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter a bank bill
that he was detected, and fled to France; that having been expelled the lodge in
Edinburgh, he applied in France for the second grade, but was refused; that he
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ; .,
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering
about Europe for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presenting a copy
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry, |
the prosecution against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to his
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his
predecessor, Dodd.” In another paper, Dr. Robison was represented as “ a man -
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forge
and adultery, and by frequent paroxysms of insanity.” These, and other falsehoods
of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day,
and have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa- .
chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States,
which they published in their ¢ book of constitutions,” did not hesitate to throw out |
the basest insinuations against the Professor’s character.

But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for themselves. Creden-
tials of the highest authority, obtaimed from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tap an,
Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Professor’s character tp be without
blemish, and that he wag had in honour and good fellowship with masons, till his book |
appeared before the puBlic. So that even on the ground which masons have taken
themselves, und the statements they have made with respewt to the Professor’s cha-
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acter, the publication of his book was, in their mind, a greater offence against their
astitation, than even forgery and adultery! ¢ Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character
1 generally known and respected in America, and who was a neighbour to Dr. Ro-
ison, speaking of the forementioned criminations of the Dr's. character, which
ave been circulated in America, says, ‘ Had they been sent to Edinburgh for their
'ALPABLE FALSEH00D, they would have been Lp\'&ed and detested.’” ¢ Mr. J.
Valker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character
e nad given of Dr. Robison, says, ¢ Nor is this the exaggensated praise of a friend ;
0 one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally
‘nown in Britain, will dare to call it in question.’” Another * of the most respect-
ble literary characters which Scotland has produced,” says that, ¢ Professon Robi-
on’s character is so well established among those who know him best, that it would
¢ ridiculous in Edinburgh, to call in question his veracit% or ability.”

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious Professor in Yale College,
repared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered far publication in
he ¢ Connecticut Courant,” printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav-
ng eight of his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper
vere closed inst him, through masonic influence. Subsequent numbers were
orwarded to R;ton, and published in the * American Mercu?

In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass. preached an:

u which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful influence
vhich it was obtaining in this country, and the importance of the American people
pening their eyes to impending evils. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he
recommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison’s * Proofs
f a Conspiracy.” This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts,
ud elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been
vllﬁtered. was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in

e grave.

Among those who entered the field of controversy, in opposition to Dr. Morse, was
Josiah Bartlett, then grand master of the grand lw%o Massachusetts. He pub-
lshed several numbers in the American Mercury, of 1798, impeaching the motives of
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. i
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the same
year, replete with good sense, coel and deliberate, and calculated to convince any
tandid and judicious man, nat prepossessed in favour of the masonic institution, or
ihackled with masonic oaths. One of the distinguished gentlemen of that day, who
leeply interested themselves for the welfare of our country, in relation to this sub-
iect, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and
ingenious article, for insertion in the Mercury, in-answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the
riece was excluded from the columns, through the interference and solicitatien of
\r. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the
?a;i‘ers of the late Dr. Morse, and has since been published.

his controversy continued for a considerable length of time, and the members of

.published a sermon,‘

-

he masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either

riend or foe, who espoused the cause of anti-masonry.

A writer in the ¢ Mercury,” of September 14, 1798, says,  Dr. Morse has been
‘ensured as being unfriendly to masoury. The ire of the fraternity has been excited
‘Sam;t’ him, and has prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de-
rved.”

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, * that the
ensitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Rabison, Barruel, and Dr.

orse, are calculated to create suspicion. Why should they be so determined to
Xtnguish the light which is shed upon this subject, unless they considered the ma-
“uic institution as baving an iptimate connexion with illuminism.”

Another writer of the same year, and same 'Periodical, in vindication of freema-
oury, turns into ridicule the whole account of Robison, Barruel, and others, and
‘gl:esents the illuminati as genuine philosophists.

he author of the celebrated ** Worcester charge,” so called, who was o less than

he late Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass. about this time made an elaberate attempt to
Wadicate the character and works of Adam Weishqupt, ag a brother mason! In this
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essay, published likewise in the Mercury, he speaks of Weishaupt's important wri-
ings, as the boast of his age and country!

his cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys-
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has
been universally pursued in this count;i'; ever since the *‘Morgan excitement.”
They made the same attempts to muzzle the press there, that they do now ; and as no
seceder has ever escaped s ander and abuse, so, those who enlisted on the side of
truth, and the equal rights and best interests of our country, more than thirty years
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in the masonic fra-
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very ¢cradle of liberty,” tram-
pled upon all law, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every'degree of decency
and order, and succeeded effectnally in suppressing for a little season, what, the most
of all things, they both hate and dread, THE DIFFUSION OF LIGHT !

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself
to any particular sect or party; that it has embraced the whole science of moral and
political philosophy, and never been either desiged or calculated to foster any poli-
tical faction; but that its great object has been, to secure the equil rights of our
common countr;, and guard all our civil and religious privileges, against the power
and influence. of sccret usurpation.

In relation to the arguments used by freemasons in support of the institution, as
alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet %een able to find that they
have ever used any! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a show of argumentation,
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient, divine, moral,
scientific, and charitable ; that all the saints of old were their patrons; and that
‘Washington and Franklin, and all the great and wise men of the world, have been
members of their institution. Indeed, your committee have reason to believe that ¢ the
arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution,” have generally been
like those used by the ¢ craftsmen” of old, when they * cried out, for the space of
two hours, great 18 Digna of the Ephesians !”’

In view of these facts, and many more, which could not be embodied in a single
report, your committee have come to the conelusion, that anti-masonry has been the
same in spirit and principle, from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; and that one princi_pal mode of masonic warfare,
and the most efficient means, adopted by the masonic -fraternity, to suppress the
wacirk of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and
calumny. -
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Seward, from the Commilttee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred to make aconcise report of the progress
and present state of Anti-Masonry throughout the United States, most respectfully
submit the following Ro%rt:

‘That the abduction of William Morgan called forth the first general expression of
popular epinion against secret societies. That event took place at Batavia, in the
county of Genesee, in, the state of New York, on the 11th dﬁy of Se(p;tember, 1826 ;
just four {em before the session of this first National Anti-Masonic Convention. A
considerable period elapsed, before the people in the immediate vicinity of that out-
rage, became sensible of the fact, that freemasonry had commanded and justified the
high-handed conspiracy ; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths
and obligations of the order became generally known. But finding themselves at
length unable to ferret out the conspirators, and becoming at length acquainted with
the alarming principles, in accordance with which their fellow citizen had been be-
reft of liberty and life; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the
towns in the counties of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exercise of the
right of suffrage, to effect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service
the daring deed was committed. In the stﬁring of 1827, a few scattering demonstra-
tions of this determination were made at the town meetings. In the fall of 1827, the
question was for the first time brought distinctly and with concert to the polls, in the
counties of Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Orleans, and Niagara, in each of which
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territory including them, became
thenceforth known in masonic language as the ‘infected distriet.”

In the summer of 1828, a convention of seceding masons was held at Le Roy, in
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by
Morgan were affirmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher

de, .

the fall of 1828, the memorable presidential canvass absorbed almost the entire
public attention, without the limits of the counties above mentioned and the counties
adjacent. Nevertheless anti-masonry, in defiance of, and in opposition to both of the
political parties, deg‘osiﬁed in the ballot boxes 33,000 votes.

In the month of February 1829, a state convention was held at Albany, in which
forty-two counties were represented, and by which this first national convention was
recommended. As yet, neither of the political parties had openly declared itself in
opposition to anti-masonry, and in many parts of the state, both had vied in caress-
ing it. No sooner hadnxe cenvention adjourned, than this affected complacency
was turned to bitter hate ; the present incumbent of the executive chair assumed the
duties of his office with a philippic against anti-masonry; that same anti-maso.
which, when a judge, he had from the bench declared to be * a blessed spirit,” an
which he described as the same spirit which had called this nation into existence, and
was a pledge that our rights and liberties are destined to endure. From that period,
the influence and patronage of the general and state governments have been directed
with all their force against anti-raasonry. With few exceptions, the leading politi-
cians of all parties, united to OIIP%IOSI the rising spirit of inquiry, and the force of the
press was thus brought, for once, bythe union of its heretofore discordant conductors,
1nto active opposition to anti-masonry. A concerted and simultaneous attempt was
made to stigmatise its supporters, and misrepresent its successes. Pretended victe-
ries over the daring intruder were reported to have been gained where no battles had
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-masonry were every where pub-
lished, and its dyi onies were re-echoed in all the masonic papers throughout
the state. While to :ge honour of the anti-masons of the state of New York, it is

tated, that in this, the mostsevere period of trial, they remained true to their cause ;
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it must be conceded, a very great effect was produced by these systematic efforts of
freemasonry, in those parts of the state where anti-masonry had neither papers nor
advocates to support and defend it. Nevertheless, the election of 1829, showed that
anti-masonry had taken too deep root in the intelligence and patriotism of the people,
to be uprooted by the blasts of masonic or political calumny and denunciation. “The
Hon. Albert H. i‘racy was elected to the senate in the 8th district, by a majority of
about 8000 votes; thirty anti-masonie members were returned to the house of as-
sempbly, and anti-masonry received the glorious wstimonl& of 67,000 votes. The
counties of Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Allegany, Catta-
raugus, Chautauque, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Yates, Seneca, and Washington,
were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders of the ¢ infected
district” were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south.

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-six counties were
represented ; the town meetings held in the spring, exhibited a great increase of spirit
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing accession of strength. The struggle in the
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal imtgrovement, that of emancipa-
tion from the thraldom of secret societies; and though the waters of the Niagara may
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she
has already added to its glories, that of having been the first in the great work of
abolishing secxet societies. . :

So early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York,
was s;_)oken ofin Penns{lvania; and such was the impression made in that year, upon
the minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that
an effort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan. affair, and
expose the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the
diffieulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no
knowledge of masonic obligations, and having witnessed no practical demonstration
of masonic violence. ‘

The friends, however, of truth and equal rights, were not easily to be deterred;
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraternity, and
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, papers in sev-
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. = The cause
gradually gained friends in several counties, until an attempt at organization was
made in June, 1820; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which
%ut in nomination a candidate for the office of governor; the election took place in
October following, and equally to the astonishment of its friends and the dismay of
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for governor,
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemason, to
tlie office of governor; but that result was ascribed by many intelligent men, to the
'want of a general understanding amon&rt(l:e friends of anti-masonry. Certain it is,
}hat_the £my was not then organized ughout the state, and in many counties, it
is said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf;
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reflecting upon the
intelligence of the people, if we take into consideration the especial guardianship
whu;h freemasonry assumes over the press. Under these circumstances, the vote
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from
the Pittsburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by
majority of upwards of 1100 votes. In the month of February, 1830, the first gene-
ral state convention was held at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assured,

. Were at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for diffusing
information among the people ; and so rapid has been the progress of anti-masonry
throughout this enlightened and powerful state, that it is ge]ieved she will, at the
coming election, exhibit a decided majority against secret societies.

In Vermont, anti-masonry became in a small portion of the state & subject of con-
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of
Orange and Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August,
1829; that conveation put in nomination a candidate for governor, who declined the
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favour of the party ; nevertheless, anti-masonry gave 7300 anti-masonic votes. A
second state convention has been recently held, and the returns now received, bring
the gratifying information of an inerease probably of not less than fifty per cent. in
the vote of anti-masonry. The committee cannot omit to mention their high sense,
of the uncompremising firmness and perseverance of the friends of equal rights and
anti-masonry, exhibited in this patriotic state, on many occasions, and particularly
in the first election of General Cahoone, one year since, 2 member of Congress from
the fifth congressional district, after a canvass of seven ballotings, and his subsequent
re-election to the same trust, on the first ballot.

Anti-masonry appeared in the territog of Michigah in the summer of 1828. The
first territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From this period anti-ma-
sonry has been advancing in most of the peninsular counties. The county of Wash-
tenaw has a majorit{]o anti-masons. It is gimbablo ‘that the same may be said in
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. onroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con-
tain a respectable number of anti-masons. The counties on the St. Joseph’s and
Kalawazoo rivers, on the western side of the peninsula, likewise afford a considera-
ble anti-masonic population. The state of anti-masonry in the upper counties is
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon.
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-masons at their territorial convention.

In the state of Massachusetts, the investigation of freemasonry was first commen-
ced in the county of Bristol, about two years since, by some intelligent and patriotic
individuals. In that county the 'irogress of information was such, that at the last
April election, the delegation to the senate of the state was wholly anti-masonic, and
elected expressly on anti-masonic principles. @he Boston Free Press, a firm and
Vi, orous,mg rter of the cause, was established about two and a half years since.
The first public anti-masonic meeting in that city, was held on the 27th of August,
1829, at which time the Suffolk committee were chosen. The valuable researches
and investigations of that committee are extensively known to the public. Simce
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rapidity unparalleled in any other |
great city, and Faneuil Hall has again, as in olden time, resounded the acclamations
of liberty. No election has, as yaur committee believe, been had in the county of
Suffolk, in which the strength of anti-masonry has been tried. Several towns in
this state at the last spring élection, returned anti-masonic members to the legisla-
ture. A spirit of firmness and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic Ht.rty through-
out the state, and gives promise, that the state first to throw off British tyranny, will
not be among the flast to break the dominion of secret societies.

The spark of anti-masonry, which fell in the state of New Jersey, in 1827, but lit
up the flame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are satisfied that that
patriotic flame has not been extinguished. The information received by the com-
mittee, warrants the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and
complete in that state, inferior to none in the union for patriotism and valour.

No general public effort was made in relation to this subject in the state of Con-
necticut, as your committee understand, until the latter part of the year 1828. A
state convention was held in the year 1829, and an organization was effected in
many of the counties of that state. The first demonstration at the polls, was made
in 1530, when the anti-masonic senatorial candidates received 6&0 votes, being
about one fourth of the ate of senatorial votes in the state. Six anti-masonic
senators were elected, mﬁ agout one fourth of the house of representatives in this
state are anti-masonic, and the state exhibfted every where a degree of harmony and
firmness of purpose, which angur the best results. The committee cannot refrain
from stating, as highly honourable to the inulliglcnee of Connecticut, that anti-ma-
sonry has advanced in this struggle, thus rapidly and firmly with the aid of, at no
time but two, and most of the time but one free press, while twenty-eight presses
are arrayed against it. . :

In Ohio, the first appearance of anti-masonry at the polls, was at the general elec-
tion in October, 1829, at which time, without any general system of organization,
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-masenic
principles. It has, as yet, prevailed mostly in the northern parts of the state : there
are anti-masonic presses in the counties of Adams, Knox, Tuscarawas, Harrison,
Wayne, Richland, Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Ashtabula; and a few other
presses are knowsn, occasionally, to admit anti-masonic articles.
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In the counties of Trumbull, Cuya.ht}ia, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, Sandusky,
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, Jefferson, Holmes, and Athens, the subject of anti-
maesonry has been considerably agitated, and the committee are well assured that
anti-masonry has the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and
entor;l){ising state. .

In Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the
last year. A press has been established, a state convention held, and an organiza-
tion adopted. In no part of the union has there been more commendable zeal and
firmness displayed by anti-masons, than in this island state, which is represented as
havinfhbeen peculfarly favoured by the protectin? care of freemasonry.

In the state of Maryland, and in the state of Delaware, respectively, ﬁublie opinion
is forming on this subject. Anti-masonry has found there, as every where, a recep-
tion in the hearts of men of patriotism and philanthropy. In the distant state of
Alabama, it has kindled a flame which burns brightly, and with steadily increasing
splendour. In Indiana the cause is destined, from present indications, soon to be-
come an object of paramount regard.

From most of the other states and territories, your committee have no certain in-
formation ; but it is evident that anti-masonry has every where throughout the union,
the hearts and hopes of many good and true men. All past experience warrants the
belief, that another year will witness a development of the principles of anti-masonry
in every state and territory in the union ; and all past experience proves, that so fast
as that development is made, just so rapidly freemasonry, with its unlawful oaths,
its glarming principles, and blasphemous rites and ceremonies falls before it, and pub-
lic opinion flows thenceforth in the ¢ natural and healthful channel” of opposition to
all secret societies.

{
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.
Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed on the subject of nominating candidates for the offices
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by the anti-ma-
sonic party at the next election, report :

The principal object of masonry in the United States for many years, has been
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation
of any one conversant with the political movements, and a gointments to office, in the
various parts of our union. Itis also abundantly proved by the direct testimony of
numerous masons of the highest respectability, and greatest experience, who have
seceded from the institution, and of some who continue to adhere to it. But all
doubt on the subject is banished by the oaths of one or more degrees of the order,
whose manifest design and tendency are, to produce a preference of masons, in
ap&)‘ointmenta and elections to office. *

he result is, that although the members of the institution do net form, probably,
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of _
the offices of trust, tEl‘oﬁt, and honour, in the general and state governments.

If masoniry be thus fortified behind the political patronage and power of the
government, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desire to destroy
1is baneful influence on morality and religion, and its usurpation of the rights and
privileges of the people? It is to be sought where alone it is to be found,—in its
Intrenchments. ti-masonry, therefore, 1s necessarily political. ‘

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue influence,
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the toils of masonry. Blast this
hofe, destroy this expectation, and the institution dies. .

f these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masonry cannot stop in mid-
course, and confine its operations to the state governments; and that its reforming
spirit must be extended to the government of the union ; and a::})eciall to its execu-
tive branch. The exertions of the masonic institution, as manifested by the roject
at the capitol, in March, 1822, to organize a general grand lodge of the United
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control of the exten-
sive patronage of the federal government. The pro{ect of organizing that central
power, may be for the present moment suspended. It was defeated at the time by
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of a superior power ; but it will never be
finally abandoned while masonry exists. If it shall ever be executed, the Committee
need not say, that from that time the general grand lodge of the United States will
exclusively control the presidential election. The electors will be no more than
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent
central power, possessing a Ferfect organization also of subject societies throughout
the union, with sovereign legislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate
rights in many states, wisl safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso- -
bedience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political urposes, must
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to do so. 'The people under it can be no
more than tenants at sufferance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded,
in engrossing governmental patronage, opinions vary; but it is known to be alarm-
;l;gly great. ti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to free the land of masonic

e and pollution, unless an able and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in
the resij)entia.l chair.

e election o{{resident, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout the
United States. e nomination of a candidate for the suffrages of the people, to be
supported on anti-masonic grounds—a candidate who shall receive the united sup-
port of those who are openly and decidedly opposed to the domination of masonry,
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will force the invedtigation of the principles a.nvd“ﬁractices of the institution into every
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one
presidential election on anti-masonic grounds, than by many years of exertion through
state elections only.

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi-
dent of tge United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next elecuon in
1832, it is presumed, will be apparent to all advocates of eltﬁml rights throughout the
country. hether success shall follow at the next, or not till the succeedingelection,
in 1836, cannot affect the propriety or necessity of the measure.

The next part of the subject submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi-
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention.

After the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion,
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be
briefly adverted to.

1. fn this convention all the states are not represented. A# every state is deeply
interested in the election of president and vice-president, it is in the highest degree
desirable that all should participate in the nomination of the candidate E)r whom all
are to vote. 'The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829,
and the period since that time, has been too short to disseminate through the whole
union, a knowledge of the dangeraus principles and proceedings of the masonic fra-
ternity, and for the regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and
territory, in opposition to it.

Every member of this convention has seen and felt the difficulty of organizin
the op&osi.t.ion to masonry ;—arising principally from the controlliug influence exerte
upon the press by the masonic brotherhoos. he states in the vicinity of New York,
where the opposition commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre-
sented at the present convention. But the people of the west and the south, have
not become fully informed of the alarming and tragic scenes on the Niagara, and
have not yet ripened their dislike of masonry into a settled and regular political
op{‘osition.

here are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that
a large portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided disappro-
bation of the institution of freemasonry ; but from the want of unshackled presses,
and a knowledge of each others’ views, they have not yet been able to effect a regu-
lar political organization. Itis believed that the enlightened citizens of those states
not now represented in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys-
tematic political opposition to masonry.

If the election were close at hand—if the candidates must be nominated at the present
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the case might justify, and indeed
would require, an immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity
exists, The choice of electors does not take place till November, 1832. There is
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the
nomination and the legal period of election.

Under these circumstances, the Comnittee think it wauld not be acting with the
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each
other, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven-
tion, to nominate ¥residential candidates, at the present time.

.2. The object of anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the pre-
sxdenz and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it derives
from tzlpower and patronage of the executive branch of the gﬂ&ed States govern-
ment. To effect this object, will require that the candidates, besides possessing the
talents and virtues requisite for such_exalted stations, be known as men decidedly
og)posod to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout
the United States to form an opinion, whether: those who may be candidates, are
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing less than entire conviction in the public
mind, on this point, can give efficacy an§l success to any nomination, at a time when
the geople, with so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde-
pendence of those whom they may select to administer the government.

<
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The Committee, for these reasons, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential
candidates, at this convention.

The next question for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination.

The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another
national convention.

The time the‘ﬁ Eropose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The
ensuing year will be one fruitful of important occurrences. The spell of masonry is
broken, and light is bursting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the
subject of masonry and anti-masonry, will receive great accessions to their know-
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the
country, of free inquiry. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now
represented, or not fully represented, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ;
and, from<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>